
Join colleagues and friends in Ottawa, Canada’s capital. This welcoming and beautiful city 
is a place where winter is enjoyed to its fullest, and the stories of Canada are revealed 

around every corner. Bring your partner or family and arrive early or stay a few extra days 
after and experience all that Ottawa has to offer! Pack your warm clothes and winter gear 
as you prepare to visit Ottawa. Temperatures during the winter months average between  
-2 to -6 ˚C (28–21 °F) and there is often a picturesque snow cover throughout the city.

WHAT TO DO IN WINTER
Ottawa’s urban landscape is dotted with 
national sites, landmarks and monuments, 
with Parliament Hill as the centrepiece. Home 
to Canada’s national government, the Hill’s 
front lawn is also a national gathering place for 
events and celebrations throughout the year.

 A UNESCO World Heritage Site waterway in 
summer, the Rideau Canal is transformed 
into the world’s largest naturally frozen 
outdoor rink in winter. With 7.8 kilometers of 
skating fun through the heart of the city, rest 
stops along the way offer hot chocolate and 
BeaverTails pastries.

Winterlude takes over the city for three fun-
filled weekends in February to celebrate 
winter. With outdoor concerts and dance 
parties, dazzling ice sculptures, a giant 
snow playground, ice dragon boat races, 
family and cultural activities and more. 

ABOUT OTTAWA
Ottawa is a city of one million friendly 
people who speak English and French. 
As Canada’s capital, it is home to the 
country’s national government, historic 
sites, national museums and landmarks. 
Blessed with natural beauty that’s matched 
by its residents’ enthusiasm for the great 
outdoors, Ottawa is also a city that works 
with the most technology intensive economy 
of all Canadian cities and second in North 
America. It’s a city of music and performing 
arts, festivals and celebrations, and a love 
for the finer things in life.
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Seven national museums tell the stories of 
Canadian history, art, nature, science and 
technology, war, aviation and space, food 
and agriculture.

With cross-country ski trails right in the 
city, plus downhill runs, snowshowing and 
fatbike trails just minutes from downtown, 
Ottawa is like an urban winter resort.

Parc Omega is home to numerous species of 
Canadian wildlife-from wolves, foxes and bears 
to elk, moose, and mountain goats. In early 
spring, fresh maple syrup is also made on-site. 

Ottawa is home to a thriving craft beer scene, 
with many local breweries and unique brews 
finding fans both at home and further afield. 

Nestled in the nearby Gatineau Hills, the 
Nordik Spa is North America’s largest spa 
and is open daily for relaxation.

Enjoy casino gaming, entertainment, food and 
fun? The Capital’s two casinos have it all.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OTTAWA • OTTAWATOURISM.CA

http://www.ottawatourism.ca

