
Parliament of Canada 1
The centrepiece of Canada’s political sys-
tem, the Gothic-style structures overloo-
king the Ottawa River sit atop Parliament 
Hill. The most majestic of the buildings—
Centre Block—is undergoing renovations 
but free guided tours of the House of 
Commons (relocated within West Block 
on Parliament Hill) and the Senate (just 
a couple blocks east in Ottawa’s former 
central train station) continue. These buil-
dings have not been open to the public in 
decades and are architecturally rich and 
photogenic! Each summer, Parliament 
Hill attracts crowds of people who come 
to experience free events: yoga sessions 
on the lawn each Wednesday at noon, the 
Changing of the Guard ceremony each 
morning at 10:00am, a free Sound and 
Light show each evening, and the country’s 
best Canada Day party, among others.

Aboriginal Experiences 
Get a glimpse into North America’s Indi-
genous cultures through dance perfor-
mances, traditional meals, craft workshops, 
and other authentic experiences! Located 
just outside the Canadian Museum of 
History 3, with a spectacular view of  
Parliament Hill 1.  

Cycling & Cross-Country Skiing
From urban neighbourhoods to unspoiled 
wilderness, we have a trail for you ! In  
summer, ride your bike along 808km 
(nearly 500 miles) of recreational pathways 
and discover our city beaches, museums 
… and maybe even a deer or two ! In 
winter, when the trails are covered in snow, 
Gatineau Park transforms into one of North 
America’s most extensive cross-country 
skiing networks, with 200km (124 miles)  
of trails for classic and skate skiing.

National cultural sites
Ottawa’s cultural attractions, museums and 
galleries invite visitors to experience the best 
of Canada all in one place. Ottawa’s national 
museums tell the story of Canada through 
various lenses – art, history, nature, war, 
aviation and space, agriculture and food, and 
science and technology, with a strong focus 
on Canada’s Indigenous peoples. Many of the 
attractions opened new galleries or entirely 
new spaces in 2017 ! Be sure to plan a visit 
to the Canadian Museum of History 3, 
Canada’s most-visited national museum. 
On July 1, 2017, the museum opened the 

new Canadian History Hall, the largest and 
most ambitious exhibition project ever un-
dertaken by the museum. Occupying more 
than 40,000 square feet, this signature gal-
lery traces Canada’s history from the dawn 
of human habitation to the present day.

Head to Rideau Hall 4, the official  
residence of the Governor General— 
who represents Queen Elizabeth II in  
Canada—for a free tour or to explore the  
manicured grounds and catch a cricket 
match. The surrounding grounds are 
also the temporary place of residence of 
Canada’s Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, 
while his official residence is being re-
novated. Explore its gardens, find shade 
under one of the 10,000 trees that are on 
the property and have your camera ready 
when you come across the inukshuk, 
totem pole, and rose garden.

Discover Ottawa’s many neighbourhoods
ByWard Market neighbourhood 5:  
For nearly 200 years, this rollicking public 
market has played host to artisans, farmers 
and craft merchants who converge year-
round to sell their specialty items and 
wares. This downtown neighbourhood 
is more than just a farmers’ market—it is 
an area filled with cafés, and some of the 
city’s best restaurants, pubs, and nightlife 
venues. At night, the ByWard Market  
becomes the ideal spot to grab a late-
night drink and catch some live music.

Other unique Ottawa neighbourhoods 
offer distinctive shopping, dining and 

nightlife experiences across the capital 
city. From Little Italy’s 6 charming bars 
and restaurants, to the glorious archway 
over Chinatown  7, the quirkiness of the 
Glebe8, and the hip Wellington West 9 
spots, there is plenty to experience in the 
capital’s varied neighbourhoods.  

National Arts Centre !0  
Canada’s premier performing arts venue—
and bilingual at that ! Inside you’ll find the 
NAC Orchestra, the dance program, and 
both English and French Theatre programs 
(with an Indigenous Theatre program to 
début in 2019 !). On July 1, 2017, a dra-
matic new windowed entranceway was 
opened, topped by the Kipnes Lantern, 
North America’s largest transparent  
LED screen !

Festivals
Ottawa is a city of celebrations, offering 
visitors a year-round calendar of parties, 
festivals and special events. In May,  
hundreds of thousands of tulips beautify 
the city during the Canadian Tulip Festival. 
On July 1, the city celebrates the biggest 
Canada Day party in the country. The city 
offers a variety of music celebrations,  
including the Ottawa Jazz Festival,  
Chamberfest, and Bluesfest, which  
welcome some of the world’s biggest  
acts to our city. During the first three 
weekends in February, Ottawa and  
Gatineau celebrate all things winter  
with Winterlude, including ice skating  
on the world’s largest skating rink, the 
Rideau Canal Skateway !1.
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Relax in North’s America biggest spa 
Nordik Spa-Nature

Fly over Ottawa on board a vintage,  
World War II-era WACO UPF-7 
open-cockpit biplane 

Ottawa Biplane Adventures

Navigate the Rideau Canal and discover 
its many rural and urban communities 
on Le Boat, a luxury boating option 
launched in 2018 

Le Boat

Sleep with the wolves and enjoy a  
Canadian safari 

Parc Oméga

Skate on the world’s largest naturally 
frozen ice skating rink 
Rideau Canal

Spend the night in a former jail, now 
a hostel, or visit the building during a 
Haunted Walk tour

HI Ottawa Jail 

Visit an underground bunker built in full 
secrecy during the Cold War to withstand 
a nuclear attack

Diefenbunker – Canada’s Cold War Museum  

Discover the Arctic, one of the harshest 
climates in the world, and the people who 
reside there at the Canadian Museum of 
Nature’s new Arctic Gallery 

Canadian Museum of Nature

Enjoy delicious craft beer from more than 
35 local breweries or take a Brew  
Donkey guided brewery tour  

Brew Donkey 

Relax during a free yoga session on the 
lawn of Parliament Hill each Wednesday 
at noon in the summer 

Parliament Hill

Savour a BeaverTail, a traditional  
Canadian pastry, that was launched in 
Ottawa 40 years ago !

BeaverTails

Meet local producers of fruits, vegetables, 
dairy products, bakers, and artisans of the 
Ottawa region 

Ottawa Farmers’ Market 

Admire the sunset on the Ottawa River 
with a view of unique balanced rock 
sculptures, created each spring and  
summer by a local artist 

Ottawa Rock Art  
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Outaouais Tourism
103 Laurier Street
Gatineau, Québec, Canada  J8X 3V8
www.outaouaistourism.com 

Ottawa Tourism
150 Elgin Street #1405
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada  K2P 1L4
www.ottawatourism.ca
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See the longest covered bridge  
in Quebec

Félix-Gabriel-Marchand Bridge

Your little explorer will visit the world in  
a museum 

Canadian Children’s Museum

Sleep in the world’s largest  
log structure 

Fairmont Le Château Montebello

Explore the world’s largest and finest 
collection of totem poles 

Canadian Museum of History

Let’s play in North America’s  
snow paradise 

Winterlude Snowflake Kingdom

Our taxis even go on water
Au Feel de l’eau – Cruises and Water-taxis

Try the highest bungee jump in North 
America 

Great Canadian Bungee

Learn why Gatineau used to be called 
Little Chicago 

Les Brasseurs du Temps

Hike around a meromictic lake
Gatineau Park

Explore a water labyrinth in a pedal boat 
Éco-Odyssée

Enjoy a glass of wine along with one of 
the world’s best female sommeliers 

Soif | Wine Bar

Learn how to drive at Canada’s only Land 
Rover driver school 

Fairmont Le Château Montebello

QUIRKY THINGS

Our waterways
The Ottawa River 2 is Quebec’s longest 
river and one of Canada’s most beautiful 
waterways, offering a host of unique 
leisure activities. In the Pontiac, shoot the 
rushing rapids … under the full moon! 
Make like a jet-setter at the Fairmont Le 
Château Montebello !2 yacht club. Learn 
to sail at the Aylmer Marina and relax on 
the sandy beach at Des Cèdres Park !3. 
Waterways, the Outaouais’ first marked 
tourist route, invites you to discover the 
secrets of the Great River. 

The Rideau Canal !1 is a historic  
waterway filled with boaters from  
spring through autumn. The Rideau  
Canal transforms into the world’s  
largest naturally frozen ice skating rink  
in winter—the equivalent in size to 90  
Olympic-sized ice rinks and stretching 
7.8km (4.8 miles) through downtown !  
The Canal, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, winds through downtown Ottawa 
before connecting with the Ottawa River 

through stepped locks right next to  
Parliament Hill 1. It’s a beautiful place 
for a stroll no matter the season. Navigate 
the Canal with daily cruises from May to  
October or discover the entirety of the 
202km (126 miles) of the Rideau Canal!1, 
from Kingston to Ottawa, on Le Boat, a 
luxury boat you drive yourself.  

Gatineau Park !4
Minutes away from downtown lies a vast 
green space that’s a source of pride for 
the residents of the Outaouais. In this 
magnificent setting, you can go camping, 
rock climbing, hiking, snowshoeing, 
kayaking, and fishing—and that’s just for 
starters ! Gatineau Park offers 361 km2 
(90,000 acres) of possibilities. Definite 
must-sees: the Mackenzie King Estate !5, 
the meromictic Pink Lake !6, the  
Champlain Lookout !7 and the  
Lusk Cave !8.

Nordik Spa-Nature !9 
At the entrance to Gatineau Park, take 
time to unwind at the largest spa in North 
America ! Enjoy a relaxation experience 
in unique facilities and a majestic setting. 
Take advantage of nine outdoor baths, 
nine saunas, an infinity pool with a stun-
ning view of Gatineau–Ottawa, and three 
restaurants. Treat yourself to a massage,  
a body treatment, a Russian-style sauna  

in the new Banyä building, or a session  
in the Källa salt water floating pool that  
is the second of its kind in the world !

Fairmont Le Château Montebello !2 
Built out of red cedar logs in 1930, this 
architectural marvel was once an exclusive 
private club. This elegant historic jewel  
has been respectfully updated, and 
the Château now offers 211 rooms, an 
exquisite menu featuring local products, 
a spa, a marina, a wide range of indoor 
and outdoor activities, and a beautiful 
golf course. You’ll be charmed from the 
moment you set foot in the impressive 
rotunda with its six-sided stone fireplace !

Parc Oméga @0  
In your vehicle, follow a 15-km (9.3 miles) 
road winding through 890 hectares of hills, 
lakes, and pastureland. Open year-round, 
this unique wildlife park is the only one of 
its kind in Quebec where you can observe 
several species of wild animals roaming 
free in their natural habitat, including bison, 
elk, bears, wild boars, and wolves. While 
there, go for a walk along the woodland 
trails and enjoy a picnic among the  
white-tailed deer. You can even spend the 
night in unique accommodations right 
beside wolves and bears !
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