
FEEL WINTER’S EMBRACE
February’s Winterlude is North 
America’s greatest celebration 
of winter, as Ottawa heads 
outdoors and takes it all in:  
ice sculptures, entertainment,  
a giant snow playground and 
so much more!

TAKE A LONG  
WINTER’S SKATE
A UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, the Rideau Canal is a 
historic waterway that in  
winter is transformed into the 
world’s largest skating rink,  
7.8 kilometres (4.8 miles), 
through the heart of the  
Capital that’s groomed  
and maintained.

LEAVE ROOM FOR DESSERT!
A tasty Ottawa original, 
Beavertail pastries are served 
up with a variety of toppings 
along the Rideau Canal during 
winter, at special events 
throughout the year and at the 
permanent kiosk in the  
ByWard Market.

GO DOWN & CROSS
For downhill enthusiasts, 
Ottawa is like an urban  
resort, with challenging hills 
within easy driving distance  
of downtown Ottawa; or  
take it cross country on 
the vast network of trails in 
Gatineau Park.

THEY SHOOT,  
YOU SCORE EXCITEMENT
Excitement is guaranteed as the  
Ottawa Senators take on their 
NHL rivals at Canadian Tire Centre.

MUSH!
Experience the thrill of the 
outdoors like never before by 
dogsledding throughout the 
Ottawa region.

WINTER MUST-DO’S
TIPTOE THROUGH 
May’s Canadian Tulip Festival  
is a dazzling and colourful way  
to celebrate the season, as a 
million tulips bloom in beds 
across the Capital.

POUR IT ON
Savour the gooey goodness  
of Canadian maple syrup at  
one of the many Ottawa region  
sugar shacks.

SING & DANCE
Step back in time at Aboriginal 
Experiences and share 
the cultural experiences of 
Canada’s first peoples on an 
island in the middle of the 
Ottawa River (group tour only).

PACK SOME BAGS
From large Ottawa malls to 
exclusive Ottawa shops and 
boutiques, to unique gift and 
souvenir stores, shopping in 
Ottawa is a favoured activity of 
visitors and residents alike.

RELAX & RENEW
Soak away your cares at  
Nordik Spa-Nature, the largest 
day spa of its kind on the 
continent, with baths, whirlpools, 
relaxing therapies and treatments 
—both outdoors and in.

STEP BACK IN TIME
Explore Canada’s past at the 
Canadian Museum of History—
home to the world’s largest 
indoor collection of totem poles.

TRY YOUR LUCK
Enjoy gaming excitement, live 
entertainment plus fine and 
casual dining at the spectacular 
Casino Lac-Leamy, just minutes 
from Parliament Hill.

HOP-ON & HOP-OFF
Ottawa has many sights to see—
Ottawa’s Hop-On Hop-Off Tours 
are the perfect way to explore 
them with GrayLine’s double-
decker buses and Lady Dive’s 
Trolley Tours.

SPRING MUST-DO’S SUMMER MUST-DO’S
PLAY A ROUND
Ottawa is a golfer’s dream 
destination, with what many 
claim is more golf courses per 
capita and within easy driving 
distance of downtown than any 
other Canadian city. 

GET WET
Try whitewater rafting within 
sight of Parliament Hill, or  
head up the Ottawa River for 
all-out thrills.

PUSH PEDALS
Ottawa is among the  
country’s best cycling 
destinations, with 600 
kilometres (372 miles) of 
paved cycling paths that start 
in the heart of downtown.

WITNESS CHANGE
Head to Parliament Hill 
mornings throughout  
summer for the dramatic  
and colourful Changing of  
the Guard ceremony—
absolutely free! And 
experience the dramatic 
Sound & Light Show  
presented nightly from  
July to early September.

JAZZ IT UP
Late June’s TD Ottawa  
Jazzfest lights up 
Confederation Park with 
hundreds of headliners from 
around the world.

TAKE A CRUISE
Climb aboard for a  
sightseeing cruise on the 
Ottawa River or on the Rideau 
Canal with one of our regions’ 
boating tour companies. 

SING THE BLUES
July’s RBC Bluesfest brings 
hundreds of top international 
music acts of many genres to 
a four-stage outdoor venue 
with downtown and the Ottawa 
River as the backdrop.

Contact Ottawa Tourism Travel Trade for planning assistance, itineraries and more. WWW.OTTAWATOURISM.CA/TRAVEL-TRADE



CANADA’S MUST-DO

DESTINATION
FALL MUST-DO’S

LOVE OUR LEAVES
Drive, hike or cycle 
through breathtaking 
Gatineau Park swathed in 
dazzling autumn colours.   

MEET THE FOLKERS
September’s Ottawa CityFolk 
festival fi lls the autumn air at 
Lansdowne with the sounds 
of today’s best in folk, alt rock 
and more.

WALK LIKE A CHEF
Taste your way through the 
national capital region with 
gourmet food tours, wine & 
food tastings, group cooking or 
progressive dinners, and team 
building activities. Local culinary 
schools can accommodate 
groups for hands-on learning 
or group demonstrations. Top 
off the evening with a regional 
tour and tasting of local craft 
breweries with a guided tour.

GO NATURAL
Discover the natural world—
past and present—at the 
Canadian Museum of Nature.

SCARY FUN!
Take a stroll on the Capital’s 
darker side with Haunted 
Walks of Ottawa.

HONOUR OUR MILITARY PAST
Telling the story of how our 
country has been shaped by 
confl ict, the Canadian War 
Museum is truly a national 
treasure that every Canadian, 
and visitor who wishes to better 
understand Canada, should visit. 

BRUSH UP ON ART
Tour the National Gallery of 
Canada, home to the world’s 
largest collection of Canadian 
art and the biggest collection 
of art in Canada.
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