
GREAT MINDS 
MEET HERE



Ottawa is a vibrant, beautiful, cosmopolitan setting 
on the edge of nature–the welcoming capital of 
Canada and a very Canadian city where visitors can 

connect with the best of our great country all in one place.

But Ottawa is also a place that works. It is home to one 
million incredibly smart, active and engaged people and 
boasts the highest concentration of high technology 
companies in the country. More people here work in 
Engineering, ICT, Health and Life sciences, Cleantech, 
and Aerospace, Defence and Security per capita than 
in any other city in Canada. There are close to 2000 
companies active in these sectors based here, plus over 
65 R&D centres and labs, government departments and 
agencies, and four post-secondary institutions. 

If your organization or association is active in any of 
these sectors, meeting here means you can: access 
talented speakers from the private sector, government 
and academia; integrate sites visits to companies and 
research centres into your agenda; attract sponsors 
interested in reaching people in your sector; and build 
a conference that attracts more delegates and build a 
lasting legacy for your sector.
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Major conferences
CAV CANADA – autonomous vehicle summit 

SaaS NORTH – annual SaaS developers’ conference

FWD50 – annual govtech conference

CanUX – Canada’s largest annual UX event

SERENE-RISC – annual workshop for cybersecurity professionals

CENGN SUMMIT – annual ICT and Next Generation Network (NGN) summit

International Conference on Photonic, Electronic & Atomic Collisions

Ottawa has a deep and longstanding pedigree in ICT. Over 10% of 
the city’s workforce is employed in the sector, capital is a leader in 
autonomous vehicles, communications technology, digital media, 

fintech, govtech, 5G, photonics and SaaS. International tech giants and 
up-and-coming local start-ups alike call the city home from Amazon, Apple 
and Nokia, to Klipfolio and Mindbridge. Headquartered in Ottawa, the Shopify 
cloudbased e-commerce platform services 377,500+ businesses across 
150 countries and is among Canada’s top R&B spenders.  All of this activity 
continues to attract innovators from around the world–and is making Ottawa 
a go-to destination for ICT gatherings.

INFORMATION &  
COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY

SECTOR  
AT A GLANCE

980 companies
Amazon
Blackberry QNX
Ciena
Cisco
Ericsson
Halogen
Huawei
IBMKinaxis
Martello Technologies
Mitel
Nokia
Page Cloud
ProntoForms
Shopify  
You.i TV

Incubators/R&D labs 
Centre of Excellence In  
Next Generation Networks

National Research Council  
of Canada

Communications Research  
and Innovation Network

L-SPark – Canada's first  
enterprise SaaS accelerator 

Canadian Photonics  
Fabrication Centre

77,000 employed

Ottawa has emerged as a true leader in life sciences, with  
140 companies and 6,000 employees active in the sector plus  
world-class research facilities and institutes that support 

innovation, discovery, development and commercialization. Five of 
Canada’s top hospital research institutes are located in the city, along 
with Canada’s National Research Council and no fewer than 35 Canada 
research chairs. 

Two major national life science Networks of Excellence are also 
based in Ottawa: the Stem Cell Network, Canada’s premier research 
organization dedicated to enabling the transition of stem cell research 
into clinical applications, commercial products and public policy; and 
Biotherapeutics for Cancer Treatment, a pan-Canadian network of 
expertise and infrastructure for the development, manufacture and 
clinical testing of personal biotherapeutics. Health and life sciences 
associations and organizations are increasingly leveraging these 
considerable assets to build and host conferences in the capital.

Major conferences
Canadian Partnership Against Cancer 

Society for the Study of Reproduction

International Society for Hip Arthroscopy

International Society of Pediatric Oncology

International Association of Environmental Mutagenesis  
and Genomics Societies

Canadian Cardiovascular Society

International Congress on Infant Studies

HEALTH 
& LIFE SCIENCES

140 companies
Abbott 
Clearwater Clinical
DNA Genotek
Dynacare
Montfort
Nordion
Spartan  
Thermo Fisher
Turnstone Biologics

35 Canada  
research chairs

5 major research 
hospitals 

6,000 employed
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Canada’s Capital boasts the country’s largest concentration of 
cleantech researchers, scientists and engineers. Over 240 cleantech 
companies have teamed with federal government and university 

research labs and the city’s thriving technology sector to create a robust 
cleantech ecosystem that’s making waves in areas including smart grids, 
energy storage and energy management. Ottawa’s Canmet Energy is 
Canada’s leading research and technology organization in the field of clean 
energy. If your association or organization is involved in the cleantech 
sector, you’ll feel right at home meeting here.

CLEANTECH

240+ companies
Clearford Water Systems
Enbridge
GaN Systems 
Johnson Controls 
Thermafrost
Waste Management 
Wesco Distribution Canada
Zibi

6 research institutes

9 cleantech sector 
associations

5,500 employed

SECTOR  
AT A GLANCE

Ottawa is Canada’s hub for the aerospace, defence and security 
sector. This competitive environment features global industry 
leaders, some of the country’s best R&D capacities and a high 

concentration of tech innovators. The headquarters of the Department of 
National Defence, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Communications 
Security Establishment Canada, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and the 
Canadian Air Transport Security Authority are all located in Ottawa. Major 
international firms including Lockheed Martin, General Dynamics, Thales 
and Raytheon have operations here. Held annually in Ottawa since 1998, 
CANSEC is Canada’s premier global defence and security trade show, with 
over 11,000 attendees, 600 VIPs, Generals, top Military and Government 
officials, and over 40 delegations.

190 companies
BAE Systems
Boeing Canada
CAE Canada
General Dynamics
Honeywell Aerospace
ING Robotic Aviation
Lixar 
Lockheed Martin
MDA 
MDS Aero Support
Neptec Design Group
Raytheon
Rockwell Collins
Thales

10,000 employed
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MEETING VENUES
Shaw Centre is an engineering and architectural marvel overlooking the 
Rideau Canal, UNESCO World Heritage Site. An AIPC Gold Standard facility 
and a LEED Gold certified building, the 200,000 square foot Centre offers 
advanced telecommunications and networking services, exceptional 
cuisine, and highly professional and proven planning services and 
assistance. It’s located in the heart of the city within easy walking 
distance of over 6,000 downtown hotel rooms, attractions, 
shopping, and restaurants. Many Ottawa hotels likewise 
offer conference and meeting spaces.

MEETING VENUES

Ottawa is home to grand public spaces 
that offer spectacular settings for off-site 
receptions, galas and networking events.

Some examples: events in the Canadian 
Museum of History’s Grand Hall  surround 
delegate with the world’s largest indoor 
collection of totem poles; the Great Hall 
at the National Gallery of Canada affords 
spectacular views of Parliament Hill, 
as do all-new spaces at the National 
Arts Centre; and delegates can dine 
surrounded by historic military technology 
at the Canadian War Museum.

OFF-SITE VENUES

Canadian Museum of History

National Arts Centre

National Gallery of Canada

Canadian War Museum

The STEM Complex of the University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Engineering, 
which opened in 2018, has an entire floor of prototyping and manufacturing 
facilities, as well as collaborative spaces. The complex aims to ignite 
students’ imagination, provide the tools to help bring ideas to life, and 
facilitate commercialization partnerships with Ottawa’s vast ecosystem of 
technology and engineering companies.

Major conferences

IEEE International Conference  
on Wireless for Space and  
Extreme Environments

IEEE International Conference  
on Information Fusion

IEEE Nuclear and Space Radiation 
Effects Conference

Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics 
Engineers

The Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
Ottawa was established in 1942 
and is the largest and most active 
of all IEEE Canada sections, with 
18 IEEE chapters, 2,000 members, 
four affinity groups and three 
student branches. Additional 
engineering research is conducted 
by the city’s community of leading 
Canadian and international 
technology companies, 
including DragonWave, Telesat, 
Zarlink Semiconductor, Calian 
Technologies, Ciena Telus, Alcatel-
Lucent, among many others.

Ottawa is home to 74,500 engineers and scientists—the highest 
concentration of any city in Canada and the second highest in  
North America. With 27,000 students enrolled in STEM programs 

across the city, that ranking is secure. Home to two universities, two 
colleges, the seat of government and the National Research Council, 
Ottawa is an R&D hub. This unique engineering ecosystem makes Ottawa 
a favourite meeting place for major international gatherings of engineers.

ENGINEERING



OFF-AGENDA  
ACTIVITIES

Ottawa is a very Canadian city in a truly beautiful setting. 
The city’s compact downtown is highly walkable and filled 

with national sites and landmarks, galleries and museums, 
restaurants and shopping. Delegates attending events here 
have a diverse array of ways to experience Canada in one city. 

Cruise the Rideau Canal or Ottawa River

Rent a bike and ride along our vast network of pathways

Visit the National War Memorial  
and Parliament Hill

Shop, dine and unwind in the historic 
ByWard Market

Experience the stories of our country at 
the Canadian Museum of History

Explore the Arctic at the Canadian 
Museum of Nature

Tour the permanent collections at the 
National Gallery of Canada

Enjoy adventure in the great outdoors



MEETINOTTAWA.CA

OTTAWA TOURISM
1405-150 ELGIN STREET, OTTAWA, ONTARIO, CANADA 
1-833-864-7839
CONVENTIONS@OTTAWATOURISM.CA


