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• New House of Commons and Senate tours: On February 1, 2019, a new interim House of Commons opened for 
public tours in West Block while Centre Block—the traditional home of Canada’s Parliament—undergoes 10 years of 
comprehensive renovations. The Senate of Canada also relocated, and tours of that chamber are available at the 
Senate of Canada Building (located across the street from the Fairmont Château Laurier hotel in a former train 
station). A new online booking system for free tours of both chambers is available at visit.parl.ca  

o As part of the renovations, the statue of Queen Elizabeth II and the Famous Five “Women are Persons!” 
monument have temporarily moved from Parliament Hill to the Sussex Drive roundabout by Rideau Hall and 
the Senate of Canada Building, respectively. www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/citeparlementaire-
parliamentaryprecinct/decouvrez-discover/statues-eng.html  

• Starting June 1, 2019, new drone pilot regulations will enter into effect—visit the Transport Canada website for full 
information. www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/aviation/drone-safety/flying-drone-safely-legally.html  

• Ottawa’s Light Rail Transit system: Ottawa’s largest infrastructure project since the building of the Rideau Canal, 
the Confederation Line opens in 2019 connecting 13 stations (including 3 underground in the downtown core)! 
www.ligneconfederationline.ca  

• In April 2019, 25 cannabis retail stores opened in the province of Ontario, with three of them located in Ottawa: 
Hobo Recreational Cannabis Store (391A Bank Street), Fire & Flower York Street Cannabis Store (129 York Street), 
and Superette (1306 Wellington Street). The recreational use of cannabis was legalized in Canada on October 17, 
2018. www.ocscannabisupdates.com / www.hobo.ca /www.fireandflower.com /  www.superetteshop.com 

o Brew Donkey, Ottawa’s first and only brewery tour service, now offers tours featuring legal cannabis 
producers. The first scheduled trip—named Rideau Valley High—runs June 29, 2019. www.brewdonkey.ca  

• In May 2019, the luxury boat rental company Le Boat expands along the 
Rideau Canal with the addition of a new base in Seeley’s Bay allowing for one-
way cruising. Four new boats will also be available, including the largest and 
most luxurious in the fleet, Horizon 5, sleeping up to 12 people. Le Boat made 
its North American debut on Ontario’s only UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 
Rideau Canal, in 2018. From Kingston to downtown Ottawa and passing by 
quintessential rural Ontario towns, visitors are able to explore the Rideau Canal 
at their own pace. (photo credit: Le Boat) www.leboat.ca 

• Oh Canada Eh? dinner show celebrating all-Canadian music and icons (and a delicious dinner) launches at Ottawa’s 
RA Centre (June 28-September 14, 2019). www.ohcanadaeh.com  

• August 1-25, 2019: Cirque du Soleil: ALEGRIA returns to the Zibi site in Gatineau with a nostalgic story of a 
monarchy that has lost its king, a world where the old order is being challenged and replaced by something new and 
unknown. www.cirquedusoleil.com/alegria  

• August 11-15, 2019: Ottawa Tourism hosts GoMedia Canada, a prestigious marketplace and conference that 
welcomes more than 130 international travel journalists. www.media.gomediacanada.com  

• C’est Bon Cooking, Ottawa’s bilingual cooking school and culinary walking tour company doubles the size of their 
kitchen facility and increases their programming line-up in late summer 2019 in order to meet the growing demand 
for culinary experiences in the region. www.cestboncooking.ca  
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• The National Arts Centre, Canada’s bilingual multidisciplinary 
performing arts centre, celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2019 with the launch 
of an Indigenous Theatre Department in time for the 2019-2020 season. 
(photo credit: Doublespace Photography) www.nac-cna.ca/en/ 
indigenoustheatre  

• The Canada Army Run (September 22, 2019) moves to the Canadian 
War Museum for the 2019 run. www.armyrun.ca  

• The construction of Flora Bridge, a new multi-use pedestrian and 
cyclist bridge, spanning across the Rideau Canal (between Fifth Avenue and 

Clegg Street) opens in fall 2019, linking Old Ottawa East to Lansdowne Park.  

• Ottawa’s first European-style Christmas Market launches at Lansdowne at the end of November 2019. 
www.ottawachristmasmarket.com  

• In 2019, a new monument will be unveiled in downtown Ottawa entitled Memorial 
to the Victims of Communism – Canada, a Land of Refuge. www.tributetoliberty.ca  

• In 2019, the Canada Science and Technology Museum opens its 325,000-square-
foot collection conservation centre next door to the museum itself. (photo credit: 
Ingenium – Canada’s Museums of Science and Innovation) 
www.ingeniumcanada.org/scitech 

• Reconstruction of Nepean Point, a spectacular lookout area behind the National 
Gallery of Canada, will begin in late 2019 with the completion of Phase I expected in 
late 2020. www.ncc-ccn.gc.ca/our-projects/nepean-point-redevelopment 

• From January 31 to February 1, 2020, the Canadian Culinary Championships – a series of 11 regional competitions 
held across Canada with the winning chefs all coming together in a two-day competition to crown a champion - will 
be held at the Shaw Centre during Winterlude 2020. www.greatkitchenparty.com/ca/culinary-championships  

• Camp Fortune—a four-season recreational resort located in Gatineau Park, just a 15-minute drive north of 
downtown Ottawa—is introducing a summer luge in spring 2020 with a vertical drop of about 400 feet (130 metres). 
www.campfortune.com  

• The Alt Hotel Ottawa Airport is scheduled to open by the end of 2020 and promises incomparable views of the 
airport’s operations, an indoor skywalk connecting the airport to the hotel, and 180 modern and comfortable rooms. 
www.groupegermain.com/en/hotels/alt  

• Over the next few years, Rideau Carleton Raceway (a horseracing, gaming, and entertainment complex) will become 
the Hard Rock Ottawa Casino with more than $320 million invested to revitalize this entertainment destination. 
www.rcr.net  

 

2019 ANNIVERSARIES 
• The National Arts Centre, Canada’s bilingual multidisciplinary performing arts centre, celebrates its 50th anniversary. 

www.nac-cna.ca  

• February 16-April 22, 2019: Fulton’s Pancake House and Sugarbush celebrates its 50th anniversary with maple syrup 
fun. www.fultons.ca  

• June 22-23, 2019: Escapade Music Festival, a festival for lovers of electronic music, celebrates its 10th anniversary. 
www.escapademf.com  

• June 27, 2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the partial decriminalization of homosexual acts in Canada.   

• July 2, 2019 marks the 60th anniversary of the very first Changing of the Guard Ceremony on Parliament Hill in 
Ottawa. The Governor General’s Foot Guards and the Canadian Grenadier Guards perform this colourful ceremony 
each morning at 10:00am between late June and late August. 

• July 4-14, 2019: RBC Ottawa Bluesfest, one of the largest international music events in the world with over 220 
varied musical acts on several outdoor stages attracting more than 300,000 music fans each year, celebrates its 25th 
anniversary. www.ottawabluesfest.ca 

• July 4-17, 2019: The Music and Beyond festival celebrates its 10th anniversary. The festival pursues links between 
classical music and other art forms and cultural disciplines. www.musicandbeyond.ca 

• July 25-August 8, 2019: Ottawa Chamberfest, the world’s largest chamber music festival presenting concerts in 
beautiful Ottawa churches and offering a wide array of music, wraps up the celebration of its 25th year. 
www.chamberfest.com  
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• The St-Albert Cheese Factory Co-op celebrates its 125th anniversary with various programming throughout the year, 
including the popular Curd Festival August 18-25, 2019. www.fromagestalbert.com  

• The 20th season of La Nouvelle Scene Gilles Desjardins, a French-language theatre group, starts in fall 2019. 
www.nouvellescene.com  

• October 19, 2019 marks the 20th anniversary of the Ottawa-Beijing sister-city agreement. 

• The annual Help Santa Toy Parade, collecting toys along the parade route for distribution to less fortunate children 
in Ottawa, celebrates its 50th anniversary in November 2019. www.toyparade.ca   

• Camp Fortune—a four-season recreational resort located in Gatineau Park, just a 15-minute drive north of 
downtown Ottawa—celebrates 100 years of skiing during the 2019-2020 season. www.campfortune.com 

 

MUSEUMS – SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 
• At the Canadian Museum of History,  discover the past, the present, and the future of the Indigenous experience at 

the exhibition Unceded – Voices of the Land (until March 22, 2020) and learn about the species now considered as 
our equals by scientists at the exhibition Neanderthal (May 17, 2019-January 26, 2020). www.historymuseum.ca  

• Check out evocative works from private collections from around the world at National Gallery of Canada’s 
exhibition Gauguin: Portraits (May 24, 2019-September 8, 2019) www.gallery.ca 

• At the Canadian War Museum, learn about the Highlight soldier at the exhibition Highland Warriors (May 31, 2019-
January 12, 2020). www.warmuseum.ca  

• Learn about the South African (Boer) War in 1899 at Bytown Museum’s exhibition, The Gallant Thousand: Ottawa 
and the South African War, marking the 120th anniversary of the beginning of the war (May 17, 2019-February 17, 
2020). Also new: $2 admission for everyone to the museum.  www.bytownmuseum.com 

• Visit the free-admission Ottawa Art Gallery to see Canadian artist Juan Geuer’s inventive approach to installation 
bordering science and art at Carbon and Light - Juan Geuer’s Luminous Precision (until August 18, 2019) and make 
sure to check out the interactive video and four-channel audio installation, Cheryl Pagurek: Connect (until August 
11, 2019). www.oaggao.ca 

• At the Canadian Museum of Nature check out Pterosaur: Flight in the Age of Dinosaurs (June 15-September 2, 
2019). Also, the Butterflies in Flight exhibition extends until October 14, 2019. To commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the lunar landing, the museum will showcase several activities as part of a series of activities titled 
Moon at the Museum (from May to October 2019), with a big suspended lunar sculpture featured. www.nature.ca. 

• At the Canada Science and Technology Museum, check out the most comprehensive exhibition experience on 
Leonardo da Vinci to tour the world, Leonardo da Vinci – 500 Years of Genius. (May 20-September 2, 2019). 

www.ingeniumcanada.org/cstm 

• At the Bank of Canada Museum, find out about Viola Desmond, the first Canadian woman to appear on Canada’s 
bank notes (she’s on the new $10 bill). The A Noteworthy Woman exhibition runs until September 2, 2019. 
www.bankofcanadamuseum.ca   

 

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS 
• Two hotels sharing a building? That’s what the Hilton Garden Inn Ottawa Downtown and Homewood Suites by 

Hilton, Ottawa Downtown are doing, as of their opening in early January 2019. Each hotel has its own check-in desk 
but they share amenity space such as fitness rooms, a pool, a restaurant called Tulip, and meeting space. 
www.Ottawadowntown.hgi.com / www.Hwottawadowntown.com 

• The Royal Canadian Geographical Society opened Canada’s Centre for Geography and Exploration at 50 Sussex 
Drive, adjacent to the beautiful Rideau Falls (where the Rideau River empties in the Ottawa River), in spring 2018. 
This permanent interpretive geography centre includes a 210-seat auditorium, spaces for teachers and students, as 
well as the editorial offices of Canadian Geographic magazine. www.rcgs.org  

• In May 2018, the upscale Le Germain Ottawa hotel opened in a mixed-use complex 
combining condominiums, a theatre and the completely redone Ottawa Art Gallery, 
featuring over 50,000 square feet of exhibition space (opened April 2018). The 
gallery has one of the largest collections of Group of Seven work, a trendy café 
named Jackson, (after A.Y. Jackson), free admission, and free childcare on 
Wednesday nights. (photo credit: Adrien Williams) www.legermainhotels.com / 
www.ottawaartgallery.ca  
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