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What’s new in Ottawa 
November 2022 

Prepared by the Communications team at Ottawa Tourism: press@ottawatourism.ca  
The information on this list was accurate at the time of the update. We recommend referencing the websites 

of each attraction or business for more detailed information, as circumstances can change at any time. 
 

GENERAL NEWS 
Celebrating a year of culture and creativity,  

Ottawa Tourism bestowed Unofficial Museum status  
on 90 diverse locations around the city in mid-June.  

From record stores to craft breweries and from  
a bog boardwalk to a graffiti wall under a bridge,  

the campaign shines a light on cultural experiences 
throughout the region, encouraging a sense of  

fun and adventurous exploration.  
ottawatourism.ca /unofficialmuseums 

• The restoration of Centre Block on Parliament Hill, 
which started in 2019, continues. A trompe l’oeil will 
be installed on Centre Block as masonry work 
continues through 2023 and beyond, allowing visitors 
to get a sense of what the building looks like behind 
the tarps. 

o In the meantime, free guided tours of an 
architecturally impressive “temporary” 
House of Commons in West Block and a 
“temporary” Senate chamber in the former 
train station next to the Rideau Canal 
resumed in May 2022. visit.parl.ca 

• New winter hop-on/hop-off bus tours come to 
Ottawa between November 1, 2022 and April 30, 
2023 (including special Christmas lights tours) thanks 
to the vintage heated trolleys of Cobblestone Tours. 
cobblestoneottawa.ca  

• Ottawa’s new dedicated indoor roller skating rink 
called 4Wheelies opens in late 2022 in a section of 
the Ottawa Citizen building in the west end. 
instagram.com/4wheeliesottawa  

• Ottawa success story Escape Manor has opened 
escape room locations in Australia and Saskatchewan 
(as well as Toronto and Hamilton) and now plans to 
open a new flagship headquarters location in an as-
yet-undisclosed prominent location in fall 2022. 
escapemanor.com/ottawa  

• A new forest ice skating trail called Icelynd will return 
this winter after debuting in the far west end of 

Ottawa in January 2022. Co-owned by Chris Neil, a 
popular former Ottawa Senators hockey player, the 
site also boasts an outdoor hockey rink. icelynd.com  

• Just outside Wakefield, Québec (about a half-hour 
drive north of Ottawa), Eco-Odyssey offers an 
outdoor ice skating experience through a maze! eco-
odyssee.ca/en/skating  

• Every winter, about 100km (62 miles) of groomed 
cross-country ski tracks and snowshoeing / walking / 
winter biking trails are maintained in urban locations 
to the east, south, and west of downtown Ottawa. 
Collectively, they are known as the Urban Winter 
Trails Alliance and they offer amazing FREE! access. 
facebook.com/UWTA.ASHU  

• The world’s longest snowmobile bridge, at 487 
metres (1,600 feet), links Ottawa to the Outaouais 
region of Québec over a former railway bridge in the 
far northwest corner of Ottawa near Kinburn. The 
bridge connects trails that have been built by the 
Pontiac Snowmobile Drivers Association on the 
Québec side and West Carleton Snowmobile Trails 
Association (WCSTA) in Ontario. wcstai.com  

• A new Indigenous attraction in Ottawa opened in 
October 2021. Mādahòkì Farm (meaning “share the 
land” in Algonquin Anishinaabe) is a new agritourism 
venture by Indigenous Experiences, which operates 
at the Canadian Museum of History. This new 
endeavour is a safe space where Indigenous 
communities can reconnect with the land through 
both healing and wellness programs and social 
enterprise opportunities, including a year-round 
Indigenous Marketplace, and the permanent home 
for eight endangered Ojibwe spirit horses. 
indigenous-experiences.ca/madahoki-farm  

o The location also hosts special events, 
including a FREE! festival to celebrate each 
season: Pibòn (winter) Festival in December; 
Sìgwan (spring) Festival in March, the 
Summer Solstice Indigenous Festival in June 
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summersolsticefestivals.ca; and Tagwàgi 
(autumn) Festival in September/October. 

• Online retailer of Indigenous fashion and foodstuffs 
Ondarez Clothing and Goods opened a bricks-and-
mortar coffee shop (with additional Indigenous goods 
for sale) called Beandigen Café at Lansdowne in the 
Glebe neighbourhood in October 2021. 
instagram.com/beandigencafe 

• A new Indigenous store called Adaawewigamig 
(“place of trade/selling” in Anishinaabemowin) 
opened within the ByWard Market Building just 
before the summer solstice in June 2022. This social 
enterprise led by the Assembly of 7 Generations is an 
exciting addition to the retail scene! 
instagram.com/adaawewigamig 

• Makatew Workshops has offered hands-on 
Indigenous craft workshops for groups in Ottawa 
since 2019; in September 2022, it moved to a large 
space in the quaint village of Carp in Ottawa’s west 
end. Watch for programming from Makatew and 
other Indigenous makers to roll out in the coming 
months offering workshops from medicine bags, 
beading, hand-drums and more. makatew.ca (website 

being updated soon) 

• A new plaque was unveiled outside 61 Sparks Street 
in Ottawa on September 30, 2022 (the National Day 
for Truth and Reconciliation) to commemorate Dr. 
Peter Bryce, a former Chief Medical Officer of Health 
who wrote a scathing indictment of Canada’s 
residential school system back in 1922. cbc.ca/news/ 
politics/peter-bryce-plaque-ottawa-national-truth-
reconciliation-1.6599608  

• Visit Afrotechture in the ByWard Market Building to 
discover crafts, jewellery, clothing, housewares, and 
more from Black artists and makers from across 
Canada. afrotechture.com 

• In June 2022, the Ottawa Trans Library opened a 
storefront at in the hip Wellington West 
neighbourhood. It houses a collection of books by 
trans authors, as well as works on trans issues and 
people, and operates as a safe space to gather and 
meet new people. ottawatranslibrary.ca  

• MISSING: The most iconic photograph of Sir Winston 
Churchill, taken in Ottawa in 1941 by renowned 20th 
century portrait photographer Yousuf Karsh, is 
missing from its place of honour in the reading 
lounge of the Fairmont Château Laurier hotel! Hotel 
staff noticed the famed photo had been replaced by a 
copy in August 2022 and efforts to track it down are 
ongoing. 

• C’est Bon Ottawa (formerly known as C’est Bon 
Cooking) now offers self-guided culinary tours 
through the ByWard Market neighbourhood with a 
half-dozen prepaid food stops. cestbonottawa.ca/ 
self-guided-tours  

• The world’s first interprovincial zipline opened in late 
June 2021 and now links Ontario and Québec from 
May through October each year! Interzip Rogers 
sends visitors soaring from Ottawa to Gatineau on 
twinned ziplines 1,200 feet (425 metres) long and 120 
feet (37 metres) high. Situated on Zibi properties on 
either side of the Ottawa River, the zipline offers 
spectacular views of the Ottawa and Gatineau 
skylines. interzip.ca  

o Don’t miss the eye-catching mural called 
Bimitgweyaa: The River Flows Along by 
Anishinaabe artist Emily Kewageshig at the 
base of the tower you climb to start the 
zipline. 

• On July 1, 2021, Camp Fortune—a four-season 
recreational resort located in Gatineau Park, just a 
15-minute drive north of downtown Ottawa—
introduced a new mountain coaster with a vertical 
drop of about 400 feet (130 metres). The attraction 
runs between mid-May and mid-October each year. 
campfortune.com/en  

o As well, expect new Peak to Peak Ziplines—
three ziplines totalling 4,478 feet (1,365 
metres)—to come in May 2023, crossing the 
Camp Fortune Valley with spectacular views 
of Gatineau Park. True thrill seekers can 
choose to end their adventure with a 50-foot 
(15-metre) freefall jump! 
campfortune.com/ziplines 

• Ottawa’s first “beer bike”—aka the Thursty Pedaler—
launched in summer 2019, seeing up to 14 people 
(over 19 years of age) pedalling through the Glebe 
neighbourhood, visiting craft beer bars and having 
fun along the way! In 2022, they expanded to the 
trendy Wellington West neighbourhood. 
thurstypedaler.com  

• A beautiful lookout site located behind the National 
Gallery of Canada, formerly known as Nepean Point, 
has been renamed Kìwekì Point (meaning “returning 
to one’s homeland” in Algonquin). After extensive 
rehabilitation and upgrades, it reopens to the public 
in summer 2023, accessible via a new pedestrian 
bridge from Major’s Hill Park named Pìdàban Bridge 
(meaning “dawn”). ncc-ccn.gc.ca/projects/nepean-
point-redevelopment  
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• September 2021 saw the opening of Pangishimo 
Park, a new space located on Chaudière Island 
behind the Canadian War Museum, along the Ottawa 
River. Meaning “sunset” in Algonquin, the park was 
developed in close collaboration with Algonquin 
partners. ncc-ccn.gc.ca/places/pangishimo-park 

o A second nearby park, called Tesasini—
meaning flat rock in Algonquin—will open in 
spring 2023, featuring exposed bedrock 
shelves on the north shore of the Ottawa 
River, and will offer informal access when 
water levels are low. It also includes a 
universally accessible pathway above the 
100-year flood plain, with two year-round 
lookout rest stops. A third park, Mòkaham 
(meaning sunrise in Algonquin), will follow on 
the eastern end of Chaudière Island. 
zibi.ca/tesasini-park-new-addition-to-the-
ottawa-river-shoreline-experience  

• The Prince of Wales Bridge across the Ottawa River is 
being rehabilitated from a former interprovincial 
railway bridge to a new cycling and pedestrian 
connection linking Ottawa to Gatineau, Québec. To 
be renamed Chief William Commanda Bridge—after 
a local Algonquin leader who dedicated his life to 
building bridges between nations—it should be 
unveiled in spring 2023. ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/ 
public-engagement/projects/chief-william-
commanda-bridge-multi-use-pathway-and  

• Ottawa Yacht Tours began offering tours in late 
summer 2021, making 2022 its first full season of 
operation, offering private charters, as well as 
sunrise, sunset, lunch, and pleasure cruises for 
individuals or small groups on the Ottawa River. 
ottawayacht.ca  

• A second all-electric tour boat, named Colonel By 
Drive, joins Rideau Canal Cruises for the May to 
October 2023 season. ottawaboatcruise.com/tour/ 
rideau-canal-cruise  

• Palapa Tours is a 12-person floating cocktail bar that 
departs from Jacques-Cartier Park in Gatineau for its 
first full season of operation on the Ottawa River in 
2022. palapa.tours 

• In September 2022, local honey producer Gees Bees 
opened a screened-in bee-viewing area on their 
property! instagram.com/p/Ci7-Ef3AHxS  

 
 
 
 

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS 
• The Canada Army Run postponed its original 

September 18 date due to the passing of Queen 
Elizabeth II; it will now be held on November 6, 2022. 
armyrun.ca  

• The first-ever Crave Food and Wine Festival brings 
gourmet food and great wine to the Shaw Centre 
November 11-12, 2022. craveottawa.ca 

• Daniel Alfredsson, beloved former captain of the 
Ottawa Senators hockey club, gets inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto on November 14, 
2022. hhof.com/induction/induction2022/ 
induction2022.html  

• The Ottawa Children’s Festival Fall into Play mini-
festival of live performances in both English and 
French takes place at the Canadian War Museum 
November 19-20, 2022! ottawachildrensfestival.ca 

• Deck the Small Halls presents a series of concerts by 
the Skydiggers, Hawksley Workman, and more on 
Fridays and Saturdays between November 25 and 
December 3, 2022 in rural eastern Ontario venues. 
ontariosmallhalls.com  

• There’s a new name for the popular Christmas Lights 
Across Canada program: Winter Lights Across Canada 
lights up Confederation Boulevard and major 
buildings in downtown Ottawa and Gatineau and 
includes a continuous-loop animated projection on 
Parliament Hill from December 8, 2022 to January 8, 
2023. A nationally broadcast TV show, Illumination, 
airs on December 21, 2022. canada.ca/en/canadian-
heritage/campaigns/winter-lights.html 

• The Canadian Culinary Championships—a series of 
11 regional cooking competitions held across Canada 
with the winning chefs coming together in a two-day 
competition to crown a national champion—were 
first held in Ottawa in 2020 and are set to return 
February 1-4, 2023! greatkitchenparty.com/ca/ 
culinary-championships 

• From February 3 to 20, 2023, Ottawa-Gatineau’s 
huge FREE! celebration of winter, Winterlude, marks 
its 45th edition. canada.ca/en/canadian-
heritage/campaigns/winterlude.html 

o One of the most popular Winterlude events—
the BeaverTails Ottawa Ice Dragon Boat 
Festival—returns with spirited group 
competitions February 3-4, 2023, while the 
first-ever IDB1 World Championships (single-
person ice dragon boat races) take place at 
TD Place Arena February 11-12, 2023, and a 
concert series rocks out the venerable 
Rainbow Bistro in the ByWard Market 
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neighbourhood February 3-20, 2023. 
icedragonboat.ca  

• Fans of curling won’t want to miss the 2023 World 
Men’s Curling Championship April 1-9, 2023 at TD 
Place in Ottawa’s popular Glebe neighbourhood. 
tdplace.ca/event/world-mens-curling-championship 

• The Masters Indigenous Games, which attracts more 
than 1,500 adult Indigenous athletes competing in 10 
contemporary and traditional sport categories, take 
place August 24-27, 2023. A free cultural festival at 
Lansdowne Park is also part of the action! 
iswo.ca/masters-indigenous-games  

• The fun-filled party that is Beau’s Oktoberfest plans 
to return to Vankleek Hill (about an hour’s drive east 
of Ottawa) September 22-23, 2023! 
beausoktoberfest.ca 

 
 

MUSEUMS – SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 
• The Diefenbunker, Canada’s Cold War Museum—

located a 30-minute drive west of downtown Ottawa 
in the former village of Carp—introduced a new 
experience in its iconic Blast Tunnel on August 31, 
2022: audio and visual effects to draw visitors into 
the atmosphere of the Cold War and highlight the 
reason behind the site’s existence. 
diefenbunker.ca/en 

o In addition, until February 15, 2023, the 
museum presents Justin Case: The Enemy 
Within. Through a multi-layered installation 
and a series of reinvented propaganda 
posters, Ottawa-based artist Christos 
Pantieras addresses the hidden and 
“underground” nature of homosexuality in 
Canada over a period that began in the 1950s 
during the Cold War and continued up until 
the mid-1990s. diefenbunker.ca/artist-in-
residence  

• A new permanent exhibition called Aquaculture: 
Farming the Waters opened in September 2022 at 
the Canada Agriculture and Food Museum. It invites 
people on a journey to discover how Canadian 
farmers produce seafood—not only on Canada’s 
coasts, but across the country—and to learn about 
the many species of fish, shellfish, and seaweed 
raised on Canadian farms. ingeniumcanada.org/ 
agriculture/exhibitions/aquaculture-farming-the-
waters   

• At the Canadian Museum of Nature, discover how 
species—including humankind—have adapted to 

their cold environments at the Planet Ice: Mysteries 
of the Ice Ages exhibition (until January 8, 2023). 
nature.ca  

o Download an augmented-reality app called 
Planet Ice AR (App Store or Google Play), 
then use your smartphone to include ice-age 
animals in the photos you take around town. 
A mammoth on Parliament Hill, ice-age cats 
in the ByWard Market, or a muskox roaming 
Sparks Street? It’s possible! planeticear.com  

• Visit the FREE! Ottawa Art Gallery to see Don Kwan: 
Landscape, Love and Legacy (until January 23, 2023). 
This queer third-generation Chinese-Canadian artist’s 
work explores place, identity, representation, and 
family memory across time. Meanwhile, A Family 
Palette runs until February 5, 2023 and looks at the 
works of Frances-Anne Johnston, in conjunction with 
her father Franz Johnston—a founding member of 
the Group of Seven—and her artist husband, Franklin 
Arbuckle. oaggao.ca 

• The influential Canadian art collective known as 
General Idea is the focus at the National Gallery of 
Canada until November 20, 2022. Meanwhile, 
Movement: Expressive Bodies in Art celebrates the 
expressive energy of the human body, from 17th 
century prints to contemporary performance, 
paintings, photographs, and videos (until February 
26, 2023). gallery.ca 

o Looking ahead, Toronto-based Paul P. and 
the Ancients (February 10-June 11, 2023) 
compares and contrasts queer presences; 
Uninvited: Canadian Women Artists in the 
Modern Moment (March 3-August 20, 2023) 
showcases nearly 200 works by extraordinary 
women painters, photographers, weavers, 
bead workers, and sculptors from a century 
ago; and Jean Paul Riopelle (October 27, 
2023-April 7, 2024) commemorates the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of this 20th century 
artistic pioneer, tireless experimenter, and 
innovator.  

• From Pepinot to Paw Patrol: Television of Our 
Childhoods runs to September 1, 2023 at the 
Canadian Museum of History, tracing 70 years of 
Canadian children and youth TV programming. 
historymuseum.ca/event/from-pepinot-to-paw-
patrol 

o The Canadian Children’s Museum, located 
within the Canadian Museum of History, 
reopened in May 2022 after more than two 
years of closure. Timed tickets are necessary 
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and there are capacity limits but the best 
experiences of its theme of worldwide 
exploration are available. historymuseum.ca/ 
visit/childrens-museum  

• Liberation! Canada and the Netherlands, 1944-1945 
has been extended to May 28, 2023 at the Canadian 
War Museum and A Community at War – The 
Military Service of Black Canadians of the Niagara 
Region, which highlights the service of Black soldiers 
from the American Revolution to today, runs until 
March 19, 2023. warmuseum.ca  

 
 

FOOD AND DRINK 
Food 

• Classic Italian cuisine gets a modern-meets-retro 
boost at Retro Gusto, which opened in August 2022 
on Preston Street, Ottawa’s Little Italy. 
instagram.com/retrogusto.ottawa  

• Chinese fine dining options in Ottawa have expanded 
with the opening of Peking Duck (affiliated with the 
Quanjude restaurant chain, which dates back as far as 
1864 in Beijing) at 90 George Street in the ByWard 
Market neighbourhood. pekingduck.ca  

• The venerable Fish Market Restaurant closed in early 
2020 after more than 40 years of business but its 
three-storey heritage building in the ByWard Market 
neighbourhood has been renovated to welcome 
Starling on the main floor and a gorgeous new 
rooftop patio, while Apothecary Lounge opened in 
the stone-walled basement level on June 30, 2021 
and York on William (YOW) opened on the second 
floor in December 2021. 
instagram.com/starlingottawa /  instagram.com/ 
yorkonwilliam / instagram.com/apothecarylounge613    

• After closing due to construction in 2022, popular 
outdoor restaurant Tavern on the Hill reopens in 
2023, rejoining its Instagram-worthy sister 
restaurants Tavern on the Falls and Tavern at the 
Gallery. instagram.com/tavernatthegallery 

• A new supper club called Marzitelli opened on Elgin 
Street in May 2022, with a second-floor outdoor 
patio complementing their live entertainment and 
dinner packages. marzitelli.ca 

• In May 2022, J’TM, a Caribbean flavours restaurant, 
opened on Clarence Street in the ByWard Market 
neighbourhood. jtmrestobar.ca  

• Popular vegetarian/vegan restaurant Pure Kitchen 
opened its fifth location on Rideau Street near the 

ByWard Market neighbourhood in June 2022. 
purekitchenottawa.com 

• Ottawa’s seafood masters, Whalesbone restaurant 
group, opened a brand-new high-end steakhouse in 
September 2021 in a 130-year-old heritage building 
that previously housed a pub on downtown Ottawa’s 
Elgin Street. The restaurant—named Harmon’s—also 
features a rooftop patio. harmonssteakhouse.com 

• The Soca Kitchen, known for blending flavours from 
Spain and Latin America, has a sister restaurant called 
Plantain Cartel on Beechwood Avenue east of 
downtown. Its original location in Wellington West 
moved to the Glebe neighbourhood. 
thesocakitchen.com 

• The Momo Spot brought Nepalese dumplings to 
Ottawa at the Ottawa Farmers’ Market and pop-up 
spots. As of fall 2021, it’s got a bricks-and-mortar 
location in the Wellington West neighbourhood! 
iwantmomos.com 

• For those familiar with the swanky surroundings of 
Riviera, the delicious tacos of El Camino, the noodles 
and dumplings of Datsun or the drool-worthy smash 
burgers and onion rings of Shelby Burger, you’ll want 
to explore Giulia on Elgin Street for wood-oven pizza. 
eatgiuliapizza.com  

• The innovative Gray Jay restaurant on Preston Street 
(helmed by Dominique Dufour, formerly of Norca at 
Le Germain Ottawa) moved to the former Royal Oak 
pub at the Pretoria Bridge, overlooking the Rideau 
Canal in November 2021. grayjayhospitality.ca 

• Gray Jay’s former location at 300 Preston Street is the 
site of a new fine dining restaurant as of November 
12, 2021 called Perch, owned by Justin Champagne-
Lagarde, formerly the chef at beer-forward Bar 
Lupulus! perchottawa.ca 

• Top Chef Canada 2014 winner Chef René Rodriguez 
helms the kitchen in the new Italian-inspired 
restaurant known as Spritz in the Agora section of 
Gatineau, Québec, which opened in November 2021. 
spritzresto.com/en 

 
Drinks 

• Since May 2022, Stolen Goods Cocktail Bar has taken 
Sparks Street by storm with its inventive cocktails and 
late-night, bar-staff-friendly menu. It is also a 
member of the Ontario Living Wage Network. 
stolengoodscocktailbar.com  

• Dairy Distillery—located in the small town of 
Almonte, a 30-minute drive west of Ottawa—is 
rightly famous for its Vodkow vodka, created from a 
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waste product of milk production called permeate. 
Flavoured cream liqueurs (in vanilla, chocolate, 
maple, coffee, and “creamsicle” flavours) followed, 
and in late 2022 they’ve expanded to include an 
eggnog flavour in time for the holidays! 
dairydistillery.com 

• Rural attraction Saunders Farm (best known for 
hedge mazes, farm-fresh food, and Halloween 
activities) has now launched Saunders Cider and will 
produce hard cider from apple trees they’ll be 
planting on the farm! In the meantime, they’ve 
bought Flying Canoe Cider, the region’s first hard 
cider company, and will be selling that under the 
Saunders Cider umbrella. A ciderhouse, taproom, and 
store will open as soon as possible. 
saunderscider.com  

• Dunrobin Distilleries is a new craft distillery in 
Ottawa, focused on producing single malt whisky and 
other artisanal spirits such as vodka and gin, as well 
as bitters. Before officially opening in January 2021, 
the distillery teamed up with Beau’s Brewing Co. to 
produce hand sanitizer for the region at the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
dunrobindistilleries.com  

o In early 2022, the distillery began selling the 
Northern Spike—a hot toddy-style drink 
made from hot maple sap and a shot of their 
award-winning Canadian whisky—from a 
kiosk on the Rideau Canal Skateway. 

• Ogham Craft Spirits opened in Kanata (west Ottawa) 
in late summer 2021, starting with their Pot Still Gin. 
oghamcraftspirits.ca  

• Union Local 613 and Top Shelf Distillers have 
collaborated to create 3 varieties of canned cocktails, 
called Punch, including cranberry and sarsaparilla! 
union613.ca / topshelfdistillers.com  

• Base Camp Brewing Company plans to open its doors 
on November 19, 2022 in the town of Almonte, just 
west of Ottawa, taking over Crooked Mile Brewing 
Company, which has closed. basecampbrewing.ca 

• A June 2021 addition to Ottawa’s extensive craft 
brewery repertoire is the kosher Shillow Beer Co. (a 
husband-and-wife operation in which she’s the 
brewer!) in Ottawa’s east end. shillowbeer.com  

• An Austrian-style beer garden arrived in Hintonburg 
in early September 2021 with Braumeister Bierhalle. 
Originally from Carleton Place, Ontario, this is 
Braumeister’s second location. braumeister.ca 

• Beau’s Brewing Co., which launched the local craft 
beer craze in Ottawa when it opened in nearby 

Vankleek Hill in 2006, merged in February 2022 with 
Toronto-based Steam Whistle Brewing, another well-
loved independent Ontario craft brewery. 
beaus.ca/shareholders-vote-yes-to-a-merger-of-
beaus-brewery-with-steam-whistle 

o In September 2021, Beau’s became the 
official beer supplier for Porter Airlines. 
beaus.ca/porter-airlines-adds-beaus-
brewing-for-flights 

o And in 2022, Beau’s became the official 
beer of the new Ottawa Titans baseball 
club (with Broadhead and Stray Dog local 
brews also available at the games). 

• Vimy Brewing Company moved in September 2021 
from a hidden-away location in Wellington West to 
an east-end location near the Trainyards. 
vimybrewing.ca 

 
Other 

• A new live music venue opened in February 2022 in 
the Old Ottawa South neighbourhood. Red Bird also 
offers music lessons, coffee, craft beer, and Italian 
finger foods. redbirdlive.ca  

• The three Ingenium museums (Agriculture and Food; 
Aviation and Space; Science and Technology) 
launched a partnership with respected local food 
experts Urban Element to open The Collective / Le 
Collectif, an innovative new food service option, in all 
three locations in 2022. ingeniumcanada.org/ 
newsroom/urban-elements-culinary-and-catering-
experience-coming-to-ingeniums-museums  

• An amazing social enterprise that trains at-risk people 
in food services—called Chef Ric’s—opened in 
September 2021 in the former site of Rideau Bakery 
on Rideau Street. chefrics.com  

• As of August 2021, First Bite Treats on Sussex Drive in 
the ByWard Market neighbourhood introduced 
Ottawa to croffles (a mix of croissants and waffles)! 
Do you dare? instagram.com/firstbitetreats 

• Alicja Confections, a popular Ottawa chocolate shop 
known for its mailable chocolate bar postcards, 
opened a new flagship store in the Westboro 
neighbourhood in December 2021. 
alicjaconfections.com 

• C’est Bon Ottawa (formerly known as C’est Bon 
Cooking) now offers self-guided culinary tours 
through the ByWard Market neighbourhood with a 
half-dozen prepaid food stops. cestbonottawa.ca/ 
self-guided-tours  
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• The Vanier Sugar Shack suffered a devastating fire in 
summer 2020 but the community rallied to rebuild 
this small temple of maple syrup production just a 
few kilometres east of downtown Ottawa, with a 
completion date of fall 2022. museoparc.ca/vanier-
sugar-shack 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
• The Ottawa International Airport Authority 

celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2022. 
yow.ca/en/corporate/media-centre/press-
releases/ottawa-international-airport-authority-
celebrates-25-amazing-years 

• The Governor General’s Foot Guards (one of the 
regiments which performs the iconic Changing of the 
Guard Ceremony on Parliament Hill on summer 
mornings, to return in 2023) celebrate their 150th 
anniversary as a regiment in 2022.  

• In 2022, the Mayfair Theatre in the Old Ottawa South 
neighbourhood celebrates its 90th anniversary, 
showcasing vintage and new movies alike in a 
beautiful atmosphere. mayfairtheatre.ca 

• October 8, 2022 marked the 30th anniversary of the 
first game of the modern Ottawa Senators hockey 
club. nhl.com/senators  

• The Royal Canadian Mounted Police commemorate 
their 150th anniversary in 2023. The RCMP Musical 
Ride Stables in Ottawa are undergoing renovations, 
to reopen in 2023. rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/musical-
ride/ride-centre 

• January 19, 2023 marks the 80th birthday of Princess 
Margriet of the Netherlands. She was born in Ottawa 
while the Dutch Royal Family took refuge here during 
World War II. After the Liberation of the Netherlands 
(in which Canadian troops played a huge role), the 
Royal Family sent a gift of tulip bulbs to Ottawa, a gift 
that led to the establishment of the Canadian Tulip 
Festival in 1953, and still continues to this day.  

• From February 3 to 20, 2023, Ottawa-Gatineau’s 
huge FREE! celebration of winter, Winterlude, 
celebrates its 45th edition. canada.ca/en/canadian-
heritage/campaigns/winterlude.html 

 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
• A new mixed-use building called reStays opened on 

Queen Street in downtown Ottawa in fall 2021. 
Studio, one-, and two-bedroom units offer kitchen 
and laundry facilities and the rooftop lounge boasts 

outstanding views. Guests are literally just steps from 
Parliament Hill. restays.com  

• The Metcalfe Hotel in downtown Ottawa reopened 
in September 2022 as the first Ontario property in the 
Québec-based Gray Collection. Stephen LaSalle, 
former chef at The Albion Rooms and then feast + 
revel, is the inaugural chef at The Metcalfe’s new 
restaurant called Cocotte Bistro. 
themetcalfehotel.com  

• Sonder The O’Connor is a new accommodation 
option located near the Canadian Museum of Nature. 
Using technology to their advantage, Sonder provides 
guests with “hotel amenities without hotel 
formality”—from self-check-in to boutique bathroom 
amenities and enables both short-term and long-term 
stays. sonder.com  

• The Fairmont Château Laurier welcomed Stewart, a 
4-year-old black Labrador retriever, to the team in 
May 2022. Watch for Stewart to greet guests in the 
lobby and be available for occasional walks. 
fairmont.com/laurier-ottawa  

• After closing to the public during the pandemic and 
rebranding, the Saintlo Ottawa Jail Hostel, located 
within the former Carleton County Gaol in downtown 
Ottawa, plans to reopen in spring 2023. But small 
group tours of the purportedly haunted building are 
on offer now by Haunted Walk of Ottawa! 
saintlo.ca/en/ottawa-jail / 
hauntedwalk.com/experience/haunted-ottawa-jail-
tour 

• The 200-room AC Hotel by Marriott Ottawa 
Downtown is currently under construction on Rideau 
Street at Waller Street and plans to open in mid-
2023. rimaphospitality.com/properties/ac-marriott-
ottawa  

• A 222-room Moxy Hotel is being constructed on 5 
floors of a mixed-use building at 126 York Street in 
the ByWard Market neighbourhood, to open in 2024. 
rimaphospitality.com/properties/byward-market  

• A new 108-room Microtel Inn & Suites by Wyndham 
Kanata opened in October 2022 near the Tanger 
Outlets and the Canadian Tire Centre. The hotel 
includes a gym, indoor pool, lounge, and free 
breakfast.  wyndhamhotels.com/microtel/kanata-
ontario/microtel-inn-and-suites-kanata/overview 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION 

• Flair Airlines started operations in Ottawa as of June 
11, 2021, with flights to Vancouver, Edmonton, 

https://museoparc.ca/vanier-sugar-shack/
https://museoparc.ca/vanier-sugar-shack/
https://yow.ca/en/corporate/media-centre/press-releases/ottawa-international-airport-authority-celebrates-25-amazing-years
https://yow.ca/en/corporate/media-centre/press-releases/ottawa-international-airport-authority-celebrates-25-amazing-years
https://yow.ca/en/corporate/media-centre/press-releases/ottawa-international-airport-authority-celebrates-25-amazing-years
https://mayfairtheatre.ca/
https://www.nhl.com/senators
https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/musical-ride/ride-centre
https://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/en/musical-ride/ride-centre
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/winterlude.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/winterlude.html
https://www.restays.com/
https://www.themetcalfehotel.com/covid-19-protocol
https://www.sonder.com/
https://www.fairmont.com/laurier-ottawa/
https://saintlo.ca/en/ottawa-jail/
https://hauntedwalk.com/experience/haunted-ottawa-jail-tour
https://hauntedwalk.com/experience/haunted-ottawa-jail-tour
https://www.rimaphospitality.com/properties/ac-marriott-ottawa
https://www.rimaphospitality.com/properties/ac-marriott-ottawa
https://www.rimaphospitality.com/properties/byward-market
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/microtel/kanata-ontario/microtel-inn-and-suites-kanata/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/microtel/kanata-ontario/microtel-inn-and-suites-kanata/overview


8 
 

Calgary, Winnipeg, and Halifax, adding Thunder Bay 
as of June 2023. flyflair.com  

• Meanwhile, PAL Airlines started flights in July 2021 to 
Moncton and Fredericton in New Brunswick and to 
Deer Lake and St. John’s in Newfoundland and 
Labrador. palairlines.ca/en  

• Swoop Airlines (the discount airline affiliated with 
WestJet) started Ottawa-Edmonton service in late 
April 2022; service to Abbotsford, Winnipeg, and 
Halifax followed. flyswoop.com  

• VIA Rail launches 32 new trains, featuring an energy-
efficient hybrid engine and the latest in universal 
accessibility, in the Windsor/Québec City corridor 
(including Ottawa) near the end of 2022. 
corpo.viarail.ca/en/news/2021/new-fleet 

• A new intercity bus service launched in April 2022 
called Flix Bus, linking Ottawa and Toronto (and 
beyond to Niagara Falls and the Waterloo region) 
with one daily trip each direction, Thursday through 
Monday. flixbus.ca 

 
 

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS NEWS 
• Ottawa Tourism has been named by the Ottawa 

Business Journal and Ottawa Board of Trade as one of 
Ottawa’s Best Places to Work in 2022. obj.ca/article/ 
local/here-are-ottawas-best-places-work-2022  

• The Shaw Centre in Ottawa was named the world’s 
best convention centre in 2020 by the International 
Association of Conference Centres (AIPC). The 
announcement of the award, based on client surveys, 
was delayed until September 2021. shaw-centre.com  

• In fall 2021, Hub 350 opened in Kanata North, 
Canada’s largest technology park, home to 540 tech 
companies and 33,000+ employees. Hub 350, 
supported by Ottawa Tourism, is an ecosystem for 
industry, academic, finance, and community partners 
to co-exist and collaborate. The agreement includes 
access to newsletters, events, and physical space 
within the 12,000-square-foot facility and is a 
concrete result of Think Ottawa, an initiative led by 
Ottawa Tourism, Invest Ottawa, and the Shaw Centre, 
which aims to secure more conference business in 
Ottawa by highlighting tools and resources that are 
available to showcase local expertise hub350.com / 
ottawatourism.ca/en/thinkottawa  

• In conjunction with The Hague Convention Bureau, 
Ottawa Tourism Business Events launched the Hybrid 
City Alliance in December 2020. This initiative allows 
international event organizers a one-stop-shop way 

to plan a safe multiple-city hub meeting. 
conventionbureau.thehague.com/hybrid-events/ 
hybrid-cityalliance/ottawatourism.ca/en/meetings/ 
services/how-organize-your-hybrid-events-ottawa  

o In October 2021, the Hybrid City Alliance won 
the prestigious Best Marketing Award 2021 
from the International Congress and 
Convention Association (ICCA)! 
icca2021.com/best-marketing-awards 

• Ottawa Tourism Business Events also launched 
Virtually Ottawa, an interactive experience for 
conference planners to explore Ottawa while in-
person site visits are not a possibility. Viewers are 
virtually welcomed to the Shaw Centre, have the 
opportunity to explore Ottawa’s landscape through a 
panoramic city tour, and can discover locally inspired 
experiences, including a mixology demonstration, a 
yoga break, and a visit to CrEATe Kitchen with the 
Shaw Centre’s Chef Patrick Turcot. 
ottawatourism.ca/en/meetings/resources/virtually-
ottawa-interactive-site-visit  

• Meanwhile, the Ottawa Tourism Travel Trade team 
has prepared short video guides, known as Virtually 
Ottawa Tours, to several popular attractions for tour 
operators. ottawatourism.ca/en/travel-
trade/resources/toolbox  

• The three Ingenium museums (Agriculture and Food; 
Aviation and Space; Science and Technology) 
launched a corporate membership program in spring 
2022. The program includes meeting space for staff 
retreats or conferences as well as complimentary 
visits for employees and their families, among other 
perks. ingeniumcanada.org/join-and-support/ 
corporate-memberships  

• In 2022, Ottawa Tourism launched a new, free, front-
line service training and recognition program called 
Shine On. The program has two components: the 
Shine On Academy, an online training portal, and the 
Shine On Awards, an employee recognition system. 
shineonottawa.ca  

• With the Ontario Staycation Tax Credit, residents of 
Ontario can claim 20% of their 2022 paid 
accommodation costs in the province on their 2023 
taxes, up to a value of $200 for one person or $400 
for a family. Some conditions apply. 
ontario.ca/page/ontario-staycation-tax-credit 
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FUTURE WATCH:  
MORE THAN A YEAR FROM NOW 

• Construction of Stage 2 of Ottawa’s Light Rail Transit 
system is underway, extending the current 
Confederation and Trillium Lines east to Trim Road 
and the Orléans neighbourhood, west to Algonquin 
College and Moodie Drive, and south to the airport 
and Riverside South neighbourhood. These portions 
of the project are projected to be completed in 
stages between late 2023 and 2026. Stage 1 of the 
LRT opened in 2019 and is Ottawa’s largest 
infrastructure project since the building of the Rideau 
Canal. ottawa.ca/en/planning-development-and-
construction/major-projects/stage-2-light-rail-transit-
project 

• The Parkdale Market celebrates its 100th anniversary 
in 2024. An arms-length entity of the City of Ottawa, 
Ottawa Markets, manages both the ByWard Market 
and the Parkdale Market. ottawamarkets.ca  

• A monument to 2SLGBTQ+ rights is planned to be 
unveiled in downtown Ottawa in 2025. 
lgbtpurgefund.com/projects/#lgbtq2-national-
monument  

• Ottawa Public Library and Library and Archives 
Canada come together to build a new central library 
called Ādisōke (meaning “storytelling” in the 
Algonquin language) set to open in 2026. The new 
building is inspired by the scenery, history, and 
natural beauty of Ottawa and the surrounding region. 
adisoke.ca
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