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What’s new in Ottawa 
April 2022 

The information on this list was accurate at the time of the update. We recommend referencing the websites 
of each attraction or business for more detailed information, as circumstances can change at any time. 

 

GENERAL NEWS 
Throughout Ottawa in 2022, you will see a focus on 

cultural attractions, festivals, and the performing arts! 
We are Here to Inspire! 

• Book a minimum two-night stay at a participating 
Ottawa hotel until April 30, 2022 and receive $200 off 
through Ottawa Tourism’s Stay and Save promotion. 
ottawatourism.ca/en/stayandsave  

• The restoration of Centre Block on Parliament Hill, 
which started in 2019, continues. A trompe l’oeil will 
be installed on Centre Block as masonry work 
continues through 2022 and beyond, allowing visitors 
to get a sense of what the building looks like behind 
the tarps. 

o In the meantime, a “temporary” House of 
Commons has been constructed in West 
Block and a “temporary” Senate chamber is 
in the former train station next to the Rideau 
Canal. Free guided tours of these 
architecturally impressive spaces resume 
May 20, 2022. visit.parl.ca 

• The new ByWard Night Market will run on Thursdays 
from 5:00 to 9:00pm between June 9 and September 
1, 2022! Meanwhile, the Parkdale Night Market 
returns on Wednesdays from 5:00 to 9:00pm 
between June 1 and August 31, 2022. 
ottawamarkets.ca 

• 2022 is the Year of the Garden in Canada. In Ottawa, 
the Garden Promenade suggests several self-guided 
tours to discover some of the region’s best gardens! 
gardenpromenade.ca 

• Speaking of gardens, there are now two pick-your-
own tulip farms in the region: Vankleek Hill Tulip 
Fields joins existing Green Corners, which also offers 
sunflowers, snapdragons, and zinnias later in the 
season. vkhtulipfields.com / greencorners.ca   

• A second all-electric tour boat, named Colonel By 
Drive, joins Rideau Canal Cruises between May and 
October 2022. ottawaboatcruise.com/tour/rideau-
canal-cruise  

• The Royal Canadian Mint offers shopping in its 
boutique and plans to reopen for tours of the facility 
once their renovations are complete in spring 2022. 
mint.ca/store/mint/visit-the-mint/ottawa-location-
8900022 

• New self-guided culinary tours by C’est Bon Cooking 
are coming to Ottawa in spring 2022. 
cestboncooking.ca/self-guided-tours  

• The NCC River House is due to open in spring or 
summer 2022. This full-service venue will offer 
watersports, great dining, and a venue for 
celebrations, all overlooking the Ottawa River just 
east of downtown. ncc-ccn.gc.ca/projects/national-
capital-river-pavilion 

• The National Capital Commission announced a pilot 
project to offer a weekend summer shuttle service 
from downtown Ottawa and Gatineau to destinations 
along the parkways of Gatineau Park. More details to 
come. 

• The world’s first interprovincial zipline opened in late 
June 2021 and now links Ontario and Québec from 
May through October each year! Interzip Rogers 
sends visitors soaring from Ottawa to Gatineau on 
twinned ziplines 1,400 feet (425 metres) long and 120 
feet (37 metres) high. Situated on Zibi properties on 
either side of the Ottawa River, the zipline offers 
spectacular views of the Ottawa and Gatineau 
skylines. interzip.ca  

o Don’t miss the eye-catching mural called 
Bimitgweyaa: The River Flows Along by 
Anishinaabe artist Emily Kewageshig at the 
base of the tower you climb to start the 
zipline. 

• On July 1, 2021, Camp Fortune—a four-season 
recreational resort located in Gatineau Park, just a 
15-minute drive north of downtown Ottawa—
introduced a new mountain coaster with a vertical 
drop of about 400 feet (130 metres). The attraction 
runs between mid-May and mid-October each year. 
campfortune.com/en  
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o As well, expect new Peak to Peak Ziplines—
three ziplines totalling 4,478 feet (1,365 
metres)—to come in summer 2022, crossing 
the Camp Fortune Valley with spectacular 
views of Gatineau Park. True thrill seekers 
can choose to end their adventure with a 50-
foot (15-metre) freefall jump! 
campfortune.com/ziplines 

• In May 2021, Escape Bicycle Tours and Rentals 
opened the Ottawa Bike Café in their new location 
on Sparks Street. instagram.com/ottawabikecafe   

o Then, in July 2021, they opened a branch 
(known as Locations Escape) next to the 
Ottawa River in Gatineau’s Jacques Cartier 
Park that rents canoes, kayaks, paddleboards, 
and bikes between May and October! 
www.instagram.com/locationsescape 

o And in 2022, visitors will be able to 
participate in self-guided cycling (or walking) 
tours where they solve clues while riding or 
walking through neighbourhoods, with four 
different themes: Rockcliffe Park, street art, 
builders of Ottawa, and foodies. 
escapebicycletours.ca/self-guided-ottawa-
tours 

• While dealing with the pandemic, Ottawa welcomed 
two new professional sports teams in 2020: the 
Ottawa BlackJacks in the Canadian Elite Basketball 
League and Atlético Ottawa in the Canadian Premier 
League (soccer), joining the Ottawa Senators 
(National Hockey League) and the Ottawa RedBlacks 
(Canadian Football League) theblackjacks.ca / 
atleticoottawa.canpl.ca / nhl.com/senators / 
ottawaredblacks.com  

o In May 2022, the Ottawa Titans start their 
inaugural baseball season in the Frontier 
League. ottawatitans.com 

• A new Indigenous attraction in Ottawa opened in 
October 2021. Mādahòkì Farm (meaning “share the 
land” in Algonquin Anishinaabe) is a new agritourism 
venture by Indigenous Experiences, which operates 
at the Canadian Museum of History. This new 
endeavour is a safe space where Indigenous 
communities can reconnect with the land through 
both healing and wellness programs and social 
enterprise opportunities, including a year-round 
Indigenous Marketplace, and the permanent home 
for endangered Ojibwe spirit horses. indigenous-
experiences.ca/madahoki-farm  

o The location also hosts special events, 
including a FREE! festival to celebrate each 

season:  the Summer Solstice Indigenous 
Festival in June 2022 (exact dates to be 
announced) summersolsticefestivals.ca; 
Tagwàgi (autumn) Festival in October; Pibòn 
(winter) Festival in December; and Sìgwan 
(spring) Festival in March.  

• Palapa Tours launched a floating cocktail bar concept 
for the Ottawa River, departing from Jacques-Cartier 
Park in Gatineau, in September 2021 that will return 
in summer 2022. palapa.tours 

• In its 2021-2022 season, the National Arts Centre’s 
English Theatre department launched an 
unprecedented shared curation model with 
Montréal-based Black Theatre Workshop, the oldest 
Black theatre company in Canada. The partnership 
will continue for the 2022-2023 season, and then, 
each year, a different company will be co-curators, 
with access to half of the overall programming 
resources, showcasing Black Canadian art and artists 
on a national scale. nac-cna.ca/en/englishtheatre  

• September 2021 saw the opening of Pangishimo 
Park, a new space located on Chaudière Island 
behind the Canadian War Museum, along the Ottawa 
River. Meaning “sunset” in Algonquin, the park was 
developed in close collaboration with Algonquin 
partners. ncc-ccn.gc.ca/places/pangishimo-park 

o A second nearby park, called Tesasini—
meaning flat rock in Algonquin—will open in 
2022, featuring exposed bedrock shelves on 
the north shore of the Ottawa River, and will 
offer informal access when water levels are 
low. It also includes a universally accessible 
pathway above the 100-year flood plain, with 
two year-round lookout rest stops. A third 
park, Mòkaham (meaning sunrise in 
Algonquin), will follow on the eastern end of 
Chaudière Island. zibi.ca/tesasini-park-new-
addition-to-the-ottawa-river-shoreline-
experience  

• Oh Canada Eh?, a dinner show celebrating all-
Canadian music and icons (and a delicious Canadian 
meal), first launched in June 2019. Their second—and 
year-round—season began September 24, 2021 and 
takes place at the Royal Canadian Legion at 330 Kent 
Street in downtown Ottawa. ohcanadaehottawa.com  

• The Prince of Wales Bridge across the Ottawa River is 
being rehabilitated from a former interprovincial 
railway bridge to a new cycling and pedestrian 
connection linking Ottawa to Gatineau, Québec. To 
be renamed Chief William Commanda Bridge—after 
a local Algonquin leader who dedicated his life to 
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building bridges between nations—it should be 
unveiled in autumn 2022.  

• New winter hop-on/hop-off bus tours are coming to 
Ottawa in late 2022 thanks to the vintage heated 
trolleys of Cobblestone Tours. ottawabustours.ca  

• A new forest ice skating trail called Icelynd will return 
this winter after debuting in the far west end of 
Ottawa in January 2022. Co-owned by Chris Neil, a 
popular former Ottawa Senators hockey player, the 
site also boasts an outdoor hockey rink. icelynd.com  

• Just outside Wakefield, Québec (about a half-hour 
drive north of Ottawa), Eco-Odyssey offers an 
outdoor ice skating experience through a maze! eco-
odyssee.ca/en/skating  

• Every winter, about 100km (62 miles) of groomed 
cross-country ski tracks and snowshoeing / walking / 
winter biking trails are maintained in urban locations 
to the east, south, and west of downtown Ottawa. 
Collectively, they are known as the Urban Winter 
Trails Alliance and they offer amazing FREE! access. 
facebook.com/UWTA.ASHU  

• The longest snowmobile bridge in the world, at 487 
metres (1,600 feet) long, links Ottawa to the 
Outaouais region of Québec over a former railway 
bridge in the far northwest corner of Ottawa near 
Kinburn. The bridge connects trails that have been 
built by the Pontiac Snowmobile Drivers Association 
on the Québec side and West Carleton Snowmobile 
Trails Association (WCSTA) in Ontario. wcstai.com  

• Online retailer of Indigenous fashion and foodstuffs 
Ondarez Clothing and Goods opened a bricks-and-
mortar pop-up coffee shop (with additional 
Indigenous goods for sale) called Beandigen Café at 
Lansdowne in the Glebe neighbourhood in October 
2021. instagram.com/beandigencafe 

• In February 2022, the National Gallery of Canada 
created a department of Indigenous Ways and 
Decolonization as part of its commitment to 
supporting the self-determination of Indigenous 
peoples, and to amplifying the voices of Indigenous 
artists, curators, scholars, Elders, knowledge keepers, 
and creative and cultural producers. gallery.ca/for-
professionals/media/press-releases/the-national-
gallery-of-canada-creates-a-new-department-of 

 
 

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS 
• The Ottawa International Writers Festival celebrates 

its 25th anniversary season in spring 2022. 
writersfestival.org  

• The 70th edition of the iconic Canadian Tulip Festival 
takes place May 13-23, 2022. More than 300,000 
tulips bloom in Commissioners Park along the Rideau 
Canal. The FREE! festival grew from an annual gift of 
tulips from the Dutch Royal Family in thanks for the 
role Canada played in the Liberation of the 
Netherlands and the fact that Ottawa provided a safe 
refuge for them during World War II. tulipfestival.ca  

• Doors Open Ottawa celebrates its 20th anniversary 
with a FREE! in-person event June 3-4, 2022 
augmented by virtual content. Learn more about 
some of Ottawa’s most interesting buildings. 
ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/doors-open-
ottawa 

• The 8-country FIVB Men's Volleyball Nations League 
event takes place at the Arena at TD Place June 7-12, 
2022. tdplace.ca/event/volleyball-nations-league  

• Imagine Monet, an immersive experience into the art 
of the father of Impressionism, is offered at the EY 
Centre June 16-August 14, 2022. imagine-monet. 
com/ottawa-tickets/?lang=en  

• The Ottawa Jazz Festival celebrates its belated 40th 
anniversary June 24-July 3, 2022 at Confederation 
Park with Wynton Marsalis, Emmylou Harris, Buddy 
Guy, and more. ottawajazzfestival.com  

• The now-defunct Central Canada Exhibition 
Association hosts a retro carnival event at 
Lansdowne on July 2, 2022 to commemorate the 
30th anniversary of the restoration of the Aberdeen 
Pavilion. Details still to come. 

• H.O.P.E. Volleyball Summerfest—Ottawa’s huge one-
day beach volleyball tournament for charity—
celebrates its 40th anniversary at Mooney’s Bay Beach 
on July 16, 2022. hopehelps.com 

• The family-friendly Puppets Up! festival returns to 
the small town of Almonte, west of Ottawa, August 
12-14, 2022 after going dark in 2016. puppetsup.com 

• The Canadian Elite Basketball League (CEBL) 
Championship Weekend will take place August 12-
14, 2022 at the Arena at TD Place in Ottawa and 
other locations and will feature concerts, street 
festivals, the CEBL Awards Gala, and—of course—
great basketball!  

• The Bingham Cup brings gay and inclusive rugby to 
Canada’s capital city August 13-21, 2022. 
www.binghamcup.com 

• The Ottawa Hunt and Golf Club hosts the CP 
Women’s Open August 22-28, 2022. 
cpwomensopen.com 

• The Canadian Culinary Championships—a series of 
11 regional cooking competitions held across Canada 
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with the winning chefs coming together in a two-day 
competition to crown a national champion—were 
first held in Ottawa in 2020 and are set to return 
February 1-4, 2023! 
greatkitchenparty.com/ca/culinary-championships 

• From February 3 to 20, 2023, Ottawa-Gatineau’s 
huge FREE! celebration of winter, Winterlude, 
celebrates its 45th edition. canada.ca/en/canadian-
heritage/campaigns/winterlude.html 

 
 

MUSEUMS – SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 
• An evocative exhibition called Shadowland by 

Montréal artist Lorraine Simms—featuring 15 ghost-
like drawings of shadows cast by the preserved 
remains of animals—runs until April 18, 2022 at the 
Canadian Museum of Nature.  

o Meanwhile, an outdoor exhibition called 
Owls Rendez-vous runs until 2023. Free with 
museum admission. nature.ca 

o Also at the museum, life-size statues of 
beluga whales and narwhals that used to 
hang inside a downtown office building 
“migrated” to the museum’s Water Gallery in 
November 2021!  

• Visit the FREE! Ottawa Art Gallery to see Don Kwan: 
Landscape, Love and Legacy (until January 23, 2023). 
This queer third-generation Chinese-Canadian artist’s 
work explores place, identity, representation, and 
family memory across time. oaggao.ca 

• At the National Gallery of Canada, the exhibition 
Canada and Impressionism: New Horizons—
featuring more than 100 works by 36 artists, offering 
new perspectives on the influence of Impressionism 
in Canadian art—runs until July 3, 2022. Then, 
between June 3 and November 20, 2022, the 
influential Canadian art collective known as General 
Idea is the focus. Finally, between August 12, 2022 
and January 8, 2023, catch The Art of Dance. 
gallery.ca 

• Until September 5, 2022, the Canadian Museum of 
History presents Lost Liberties — The War Measures 
Act, which probes the fears, racism and crises that 
drove the suspension of civil liberties in Canada 
during the First World War, the Second World War 
and the 1970 October Crisis, and features poignant 
first-hand accounts from the men, women, and 
children who lived through it. historymuseum.ca  

• Existing exhibitions Forever Changed – Stories From 
the Second World War and Liberation! Canada and 

the Netherlands, 1944-1945 have been extended to 
September 5, 2022 at the Canadian War Museum. 
warmuseum.ca  

• The FREE! Âjagemô gallery space, run by the Canada 
Council for the Arts at 150 Elgin Street, presents Still 
Tho: Aesthetic Survival in Hip-Hop’s Visual Art 
resents the works of visual artists from across Canada 
whose creativity is rooted in hip-hop culture until 
May 23, 2022. canadacouncil.ca/about/ajagemo/still-
tho 

 
 

FOOD AND DRINK 
• A new live music venue opened in February 2022 in 

the Old Ottawa South neighbourhood. Red Bird also 
offers music lessons, coffee, craft beer, and Italian 
finger foods. redbirdlive.ca  

• In early 2021, the famed Ottawa restaurant Atelier 
switched from its 12-course tasting menu to a brand-
new interactive 44-course tasting menu by the chef-
owner and two-time winner of the Canadian Culinary 
Championships, Marc Lepine. atelierrestaurant.ca   

• Rural attraction Saunders Farm (best known for 
hedge mazes, farm-fresh food, and Halloween 
activities) has now launched Saunders Cider and will 
produce hard cider from apple trees they’ll be 
planting on the farm! In the meantime, they’ve 
bought Flying Canoe Cider, the region’s first hard 
cider company, and will be selling that under the 
Saunders Cider umbrella. A ciderhouse, taproom, and 
store will open as soon as possible. 
saunderscider.com  

• Dunrobin Distilleries is a new craft distillery in 
Ottawa, focused on producing single malt whisky and 
other artisanal spirits such as vodka and gin, as well 
as bitters. Before officially opening in January 2021, 
the distillery teamed up with Beau’s Brewing Co. to 
produce hand sanitizer for the region at the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
dunrobindistilleries.com  

o In early 2022, the distillery began selling the 
Northern Spike—a hot toddy-style drink 
made from hot maple sap and a shot of their 
award-winning Canadian whisky—from a 
kiosk on the Rideau Canal Skateway. 

• Ogham Craft Spirits opened in Kanata (west Ottawa) 
in late summer 2021, starting with their Pot Still Gin. 
oghamcraftspirits.ca  

• The folks behind Whitewater Brewing Company 
launched Whitewater Distilling Company in fall 2020 
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and their first offering is Paper Boat Artisanal Gin. 
whitewaterspirits.ca  

• Meanwhile, Ottawa couple Sandeep and Riti Gupta 
offer Cada Dia Tequila, available at select 
establishments around Ottawa. 
instagram.com/cadadiatequila  

• Dairy Distillery—located in the small town of 
Almonte, a 30-minute drive west of Ottawa—is 
rightly famous for its Vodkow vodka, created from a 
waste product of milk production called permeate. 
They have also created flavoured cream liqueur 
products (called the Friendship Series) with its 
Almonte neighbours, including Hummingbird 
Chocolate, Equator Coffee, and Fulton’s Pancake 
House and Sugar Bush. dairydistillery.com 

• Union Local 613 and Top Shelf Distillers have 
collaborated to create 3 varieties of canned cocktails, 
called Punch, including cranberry and sarsaparilla! 
union613.ca / topshelfdistillers.com  

• A June 2021 addition to Ottawa’s extensive craft 
brewery repertoire is Shillow Beer Co. (a husband-
and-wife operation in which she’s the brewer!) in 
Ottawa’s east end. shillowbeer.com  

• An Austrian-style beer garden arrived in Hintonburg 
in early September 2021 with Braumeister Bierhalle. 
Originally from Carleton Place, Ontario, this is 
Braumeister’s second location. braumeister.ca 

• Beau’s Brewing Co., which launched the local craft 
beer craze in Ottawa when it opened in nearby 
Vankleek Hill in 2006, merged in February 2022 with 
Toronto-based Steam Whistle Brewing, another well-
loved independent Ontario craft brewery. 
beaus.ca/shareholders-vote-yes-to-a-merger-of-
beaus-brewery-with-steam-whistle 

o In September 2021, Beau’s became the 
official beer supplier for Porter Airlines. 
beaus.ca/porter-airlines-adds-beaus-
brewing-for-flights 

• Vimy Brewing Company moved in September 2021 
from a hidden-away location in Wellington West to 
an east-end location near the Trainyards. 
vimybrewing.ca 

• Good Prospects Brewing Company opened in 
January 2021, offering Canary in a Kolsch Mine, 
Rough Gem IPA, and more from their east-end 
location on St. Laurent Boulevard. goodprospects.ca 

• The venerable Fish Market Restaurant closed in early 
2020 after more than 40 years of business but its 
three-storey heritage building in the ByWard Market 
neighbourhood has been renovated to welcome 

Starling on the main floor and a gorgeous new 
rooftop patio, while Apothecary Lounge opened in 
the stone-walled basement level on June 30, 2021 
and York on William (YOW) opened on the second 
floor in December 2021. 
instagram.com/starlingottawa /  
instagram.com/yorkonwilliam / 
instagram.com/apothecarylounge613    

• Ottawa’s seafood masters, Whalesbone restaurant 
group, opened a brand-new high-end steakhouse in 
September 2021 in a 130-year-old heritage building 
that previously housed a pub on downtown Ottawa’s 
Elgin Street. The restaurant—named Harmon’s—also 
features a rooftop patio. harmonssteakhouse.com 

• On August 9, 2021, 1 Elgin, the restaurant at the 
National Arts Centre, unveiled a new patio structure 
adjacent to the Rideau Canal that includes a 
retractable glass roof and sides, extending the patio 
season dramatically. nac-cna.ca/en/1elgin 

• The Soca Kitchen, known for blending flavours from 
Spain and Latin America, has a sister restaurant called 
Plantain Cartel on Beechwood Avenue east of 
downtown. Its original location in Wellington West 
moved to the Glebe neighbourhood. 
thesocakitchen.com 

• The Momo Spot brought Nepalese dumplings to 
Ottawa at the Ottawa Farmers’ Market and pop-up 
spots. As of fall 2021, it’s got a bricks-and-mortar 
location in the Wellington West neighbourhood! 
iwantmomos.com 

• Popular sports bar The Senate opened its third 
location in the Wellington West neighbourhood in 
early December 2021, joining one in the ByWard 
Market district and one in Old Ottawa South. 
facebook.com/senatewellington 

• For those familiar with the swanky surroundings of 
Riviera, the delicious tacos of El Camino, the noodles 
and dumplings of Datsun or the drool-worthy smash 
burgers and onion rings of Shelby Burger, you’ll want 
to explore Giulia on Elgin Street for wood-oven pizza 
or Chop Shop in the Wellington West neighbourhood, 
where you can enjoy highlights of El Camino, Shelby 
Burger, and Giulia. eatgiuliapizza.com / 
eatchopshop.mobi2go.com   

• Raphaël Express opened in spring 2021 and is a small 
gem offering elevated Peruvian cuisine to go or with 
limited seating in the City Centre building, which is 
also home to delicious Art Is In Bakery and Beyond 
the Pale craft brewery. raphaelperuviancuisine.ca  
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• A new Tavern at the Gallery outdoor restaurant 
debuted outside the National Gallery of Canada in 
fall 2021 and will return in spring 2022, joining sister 
restaurant Tavern on the Falls while the original 
Tavern on the Hill closes in 2022 because of nearby 
construction. instagram.com/tavernatthegallery  

• An amazing social enterprise that trains at-risk people 
in food services—called Chef Ric’s—opened in 
September 2021 in the former site of Rideau Bakery 
on Rideau Street. chefrics.com  

• As of August 2021, First Bite Treats on Sussex Drive in 
the ByWard Market neighbourhood introduced 
Ottawa to croffles (a mix of croissants and waffles)! 
Do you dare? instagram.com/firstbitetreats 

• The innovative Gray Jay restaurant on Preston Street 
(helmed by Dominique Dufour, formerly of Norca at 
Le Germain Ottawa) moved to the former Royal Oak 
pub at the Pretoria Bridge, overlooking the Rideau 
Canal in November 2021. grayjayhospitality.ca 

• Gray Jay’s former location at 300 Preston Street is the 
site of a new fine dining restaurant as of November 
12, 2021 called Perch, owned by Justin Champagne-
Lagarde, formerly the chef at beer-forward Bar 
Lupulus! perchottawa.ca 

• Top Chef Canada 2014 winner Chef René Rodriguez 
helms the kitchen in the new Italian-inspired 
restaurant known as Spritz in the Agora section of 
Gatineau, Québec, which opened in November 2021. 
spritzresto.com/en 

• Lovers of natural wine and delicious food will love 
Arlo on Somerset Street West at Bank Street, opened 
in summer 2020 with gorgeous outdoor and indoor 
spaces. restaurantarlo.com  

• A splurge-worthy dining experience called Aiana 
opened its doors in downtown Ottawa in August 
2020. International cuisine, refined service, and a no-
tipping policy really set this place apart! aiana.ca  

• Popular Middle Eastern restaurant Fairouz has moved 
from Somerset Street West to the ByWard Market 
neighbourhood, with meals-to-go, lunch and dinner 
menus, and a gorgeous patio. fairouz.ca  

• Popular local singer/songwriter Kathleen Edwards is 
returning to her music career; she sold her Stittsville 
coffee shop—called Quitters—to Equator Coffee who 
opened it as their fourth location in March 2022. 
equator.ca  

• Alicja Confections, a popular Ottawa chocolate shop 
known for its mailable chocolate bar postcards, is 
opened a new flagship store in the Westboro 

neighbourhood in December 2021. 
alicjaconfections.com 

• New self-guided culinary tours by C’est Bon Cooking 
are coming to Ottawa in spring 2022. 
cestboncooking.ca/self-guided-tours  

• The Vanier Sugar Shack suffered a devastating fire in 
summer 2020 but the community rallied to rebuild 
this small temple of maple syrup production just a 
few kilometres east of downtown Ottawa, with a 
completion date of fall 2022. museoparc.ca/vanier-
sugar-shack 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
• The Ottawa International Writers Festival celebrates 

its 25th anniversary season in spring 2022. 
writersfestival.org  

• The 70th edition of the iconic Canadian Tulip Festival 
takes place May 13-23, 2022. More than 300,000 
tulips bloom in Commissioners Park along the Rideau 
Canal. The FREE! festival grew from an annual gift of 
tulips from the Dutch Royal Family in thanks for the 
role Canada played in the Liberation of the 
Netherlands and the fact that Ottawa provided a safe 
refuge for them during World War II. tulipfestival.ca  

• The Ottawa International Airport Authority 
celebrates its 25th anniversary in 2022. 
yow.ca/en/corporate/media-centre/press-
releases/ottawa-international-airport-authority-
celebrates-25-amazing-years 

• On June 2, 2022, the Platinum Jubilee of Queen 
Elizabeth II is celebrated. To commemorate her 70 
years as Queen of Canada, the following activities are 
planned in Ottawa: 

o In the spring, commemorative banners in the 
Platinum Jubilee colours will be displayed 
along Confederation Boulevard—the 
Capital's ceremonial route through 
downtown Ottawa and Gatineau—and across 
the country.  

o On June 2, the date of Her Majesty’s 
coronation, iconic federal buildings across 
Canada will be illuminated.  

o Northern Lights—the sound and light show 
on Parliament Hill—will include a new 
segment this year to mark this important 
anniversary.  

o This summer, Canadian Heritage will also 
present an exhibit entitled The Queen and 

https://www.instagram.com/tavernatthegallery/
https://chefrics.com/
https://www.instagram.com/firstbitetreats
https://www.instagram.com/firstbitetreats
https://www.instagram.com/firstbitetreats
https://www.instagram.com/firstbitetreats
http://www.grayjayhospitality.ca/
https://www.perchottawa.ca/
https://spritzresto.com/en/
https://restaurantarlo.com/
https://aiana.ca/
https://www.fairouz.ca/
https://equator.ca/blogs/media/equator-coffee-set-to-take-on-quitters-in-stittsville
https://www.alicjaconfections.com/
https://cestboncooking.ca/self-guided-tours
https://museoparc.ca/vanier-sugar-shack/
https://museoparc.ca/vanier-sugar-shack/
https://writersfestival.org/events
https://tulipfestival.ca/
https://yow.ca/en/corporate/media-centre/press-releases/ottawa-international-airport-authority-celebrates-25-amazing-years
https://yow.ca/en/corporate/media-centre/press-releases/ottawa-international-airport-authority-celebrates-25-amazing-years
https://yow.ca/en/corporate/media-centre/press-releases/ottawa-international-airport-authority-celebrates-25-amazing-years
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Canada on the terrace of the Fairmont 
Château Laurier.  

o Federal partners will unveil commemorative 
pieces, including Canada Post and the Royal 
Canadian Mint, and lieutenant governors and 
territorial commissioners will dedicate 
gardens across Canada. 

o At the Canadian Museum of Nature, enjoy a 
special exhibit of Canadian currency, postage 
stamps, and platinum specimens from the 
museum’s mineral collection to celebrate. 

• Doors Open Ottawa celebrates its 20th anniversary 
with a FREE! in-person event June 3-4, 2022 
augmented by virtual content. Learn more about 
some of Ottawa’s most interesting buildings. 
ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/doors-open-
ottawa 

• The Ottawa Jazz Festival celebrates its belated 40th 
anniversary June 24-July 3, 2022 at Confederation 
Park with Wynton Marsalis, Emmylou Harris, Buddy 
Guy, and more. ottawajazzfestival.com  

• Lois ‘N’ Frima’s Ice Cream in the ByWard Market 
celebrate their 40th anniversary on June 30, 2022.  

• In 2022, the Mayfair Theatre in the Old Ottawa South 
neighbourhood celebrates its 90th anniversary, 
showcasing vintage and new movies alike in a 
beautiful atmosphere. mayfairtheatre.ca 

• H.O.P.E. Volleyball Summerfest—Ottawa’s huge one-
day beach volleyball tournament for charity—
celebrates its 40th anniversary at Mooney’s Bay Beach 
on July 16, 2022. hopehelps.com 

• The Navan Fair celebrates its 75th anniversary August 
4-7, 2022. navanfair.com  

• The 35th edition of the Gatineau Hot Air Balloon 
Festival takes place September 1-5, 2022. Stay tuned 
for programming announcements. 
montgolfieresgatineau.com/en  

• The Governor General’s Foot Guards (one of the 
regiments which performs the iconic Changing of the 
Guard Ceremony on Parliament Hill on summer 
mornings) celebrate their 150th anniversary as a 
regiment in 2022. They will also supply the Queen’s 
Guard in London, U.K. in the fall (dates TBD)!  

o A new archway designed by Carleton 
University students will be built at 
Confederation Park in 2023 to mark this 
anniversary. 

• October 8, 2022 marks the 30th anniversary of the 
first game of the modern Ottawa Senators hockey 
club. nhl.com/senators  

• From February 3 to 20, 2023, Ottawa-Gatineau’s 
huge FREE! celebration of winter, Winterlude, 
celebrates its 45th edition. canada.ca/en/canadian-
heritage/campaigns/winterlude.html 

 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
• A new mixed-use building called reStays opened on 

Queen Street in downtown Ottawa in fall 2021. 
Studio, one-, and two-bedroom units offer kitchen 
and laundry facilities and the rooftop lounge boasts 
outstanding views. Guests are literally just steps from 
Parliament Hill. restays.com  

• The Metcalfe Hotel in downtown Ottawa plans a 
summer 2022 reopening, now as the first Ontario 
property in the Québec-based Gray Collection. 
Stephen LaSalle, former chef at The Albion Rooms 
and then feast + revel, will be the inaugural chef at 
The Metcalfe’s new restaurant called Cocotte Bistro. 
themetcalfehotel.com  

• After closing to the public during the pandemic, the 
HI Ottawa Jail Hostel, located within the former 
Carleton County Gaol in downtown Ottawa, plans to 
reopen on August 1, 2022. hihostels.ca/ottawa  

• Three vintage Airstream trailers have been lovingly 
restored and offer a peaceful overnight retreat 
nestled among the vines of KIN Vineyards in the far 
west end of Ottawa. Vintage Hideaway opened in 
August 2021 and Instagram just won’t be the same! 
Closed for winter, they will reopen in spring 2022. 
vintagehideaway.ca  

• A 222-room Moxy Hotel is being constructed on 5 
floors of a mixed-use building at 126 York Street in 
the ByWard Market neighbourhood, to open in 2024. 

• Hyatt Place Ottawa – West, 300 Moodie Drive: 140 
rooms, opened in late May 2021. hyatt.com/en-
US/hotel/canada/hyatt-place-ottawa-west/yowzo 

o In October 2021, the hotel received Hyatt’s 
prestigious Best New Property Award, 
recognizing key sustainable features in the 
hotel, including: Earth energy used to heat 
and cool the hotel; 225 solar panels on the 
roof resulting in an annual offset equal to 
planting 38,255 trees; on-site EV chargers; 
and more. 

• Hampton Inn and Suites Ottawa West, 125 Lusk Street: 
102 rooms, opened January 2021. 
hilton.com/en/hotels/yowowhx-hampton-ottawa-west 

 
 

https://ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/doors-open-ottawa
https://ottawa.ca/en/arts-heritage-and-events/doors-open-ottawa
https://ottawajazzfestival.com/
https://mayfairtheatre.ca/
https://hopehelps.com/
http://www.navanfair.com/
https://www.montgolfieresgatineau.com/en
https://www.nhl.com/senators
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/winterlude.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/winterlude.html
https://www.restays.com/
https://www.themetcalfehotel.com/covid-19-protocol
http://www.hihostels.ca/ottawa
http://www.vintagehideaway.ca/
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/canada/hyatt-place-ottawa-west/yowzo
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/canada/hyatt-place-ottawa-west/yowzo
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/yowowhx-hampton-ottawa-west/
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TRANSPORTATION 

• Pivot Airlines, a new Toronto-based regional and 
charter airline, plans flights between Ottawa and 
Waterloo, Ontario but had to delay its proposed 
February 19, 2022 start date. flypivot.com 

• Flair Airlines started operations in Ottawa as of June 
11, 2021, with flights to Vancouver, Edmonton, 
Calgary, Winnipeg, and Halifax. flyflair.com  

• Meanwhile, PAL Airlines started flights in July 2021 to 
Moncton and Fredericton in New Brunswick and to 
Deer Lake and St. John’s in Newfoundland and 
Labrador. palairlines.ca/en  

• VIA Rail launches 32 new trains, featuring an energy-
efficient hybrid engine and the latest in universal 
accessibility, in the Windsor/Québec City corridor 
(including Ottawa) near the end of 2022. 
corpo.viarail.ca/en/news/2021/new-fleet 

• A new intercity bus service starts in April 2022 called 
Flix Bus, linking Ottawa and Toronto (and beyond to 
Niagara Falls and the Waterloo region) with one daily 
trip each direction, Thursday through Monday. 
flixbus.ca 

 
 

BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS NEWS 
• The Shaw Centre in Ottawa was named the world’s 

best convention centre in 2020 by the International 
Association of Conference Centres (AIPC). The 
announcement of the award, based on client surveys, 
was delayed until September 2021. shaw-centre.com  

• In conjunction with The Hague Convention Bureau, 
Ottawa Tourism Business Events launched the Hybrid 
City Alliance in December 2020. This initiative allows 
international event organizers a one-stop-shop way 
to plan a safe multiple-city hub meeting. 
conventionbureau.thehague.com/hybrid-
events/hybrid-city-alliance / 
ottawatourism.ca/en/meetings/services/how-
organize-your-hybrid-events-ottawa  

o In October 2021, the Hybrid City Alliance won 
the prestigious Best Marketing Award 2021 
from the International Congress and 
Convention Association (ICCA)! 
icca2021.com/best-marketing-awards 

• Ottawa Tourism Business Events also launched 
Virtually Ottawa, an interactive experience for 
conference planners to explore Ottawa while in-
person site visits are not a possibility. Viewers are 
virtually welcomed to the Shaw Centre, have the 
opportunity to explore Ottawa’s landscape through a 

panoramic city tour, and can discover locally inspired 
experiences, including a mixology demonstration, a 
yoga break, and a visit to CrEATe Kitchen with the 
Shaw Centre’s Chef Patrick Turcot. 
ottawatourism.ca/en/meetings/resources/virtually-
ottawa-interactive-site-visit  

• Meanwhile, the Ottawa Tourism Travel Trade team 
has prepared short video guides, known as Virtually 
Ottawa Tours, to several popular attractions for tour 
operators. ottawatourism.ca/en/travel-
trade/resources/toolbox  

• In 2022, Ottawa Tourism launched a new, free, front-
line service training and recognition program called 
Shine On. The program has two components: the 
Shine On Academy, an online training portal, and the 
Shine On Awards, an employee recognition system. 
shineonottawa.ca  

• With the Ontario Staycation Tax Credit, residents of 
Ontario can claim 20% of their paid accommodation 
costs in the province on their 2023 taxes, up to a 
value of $200 for one person or $400 for a family. 
Some conditions apply. ontario.ca/page/ontario-
staycation-tax-credit 

 
 

FUTURE WATCH:  
MORE THAN A YEAR FROM NOW 

• Construction of Stage 2 of Ottawa’s Light Rail Transit 
system is underway, extending the current 
Confederation and Trillium Lines east to Trim Road 
and the Orléans neighbourhood, west to Algonquin 
College and Moodie Drive, and south to the airport 
and Riverside South neighbourhood. These portions 
of the project are projected to be completed in 
stages between 2023 and 2025. Stage 1 of the LRT 
opened in 2019 and is Ottawa’s largest infrastructure 
project since the building of the Rideau Canal. 
ottawa.ca/en/planning-development-and-
construction/major-projects/stage-2-light-rail-transit-
project 

• Nepean Point, a beautiful lookout site located behind 
the National Gallery of Canada, is being rehabilitated 
and upgraded and will reopen to the public in 
summer 2023. ncc-ccn.gc.ca/projects/nepean-point-
redevelopment  

• A monument to 2SLGBTQ+ rights is planned to be 
unveiled in downtown Ottawa in 2025. 
lgbtpurgefund.com/projects/#lgbtq2-national-
monument  
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• Ottawa Public Library and Library and Archives 
Canada come together to build a new central library 
called Ādisōke (meaning “storytelling” in the 
Algonquin language) set to open in 2026. The new 

building is inspired by the scenery, history, and 
natural beauty of Ottawa and the surrounding region. 
adisoke.ca  

 

 

http://www.adisoke.ca/

